
UPCOMING  

EVENTS :  

Jul 7 - 

Padre Pio Prayer 

Group Gathering 

beginning with  

Rosary at 8:00 AM 

and Mass at 8:30 AM, 

St. Barnabas Church, 

9451 Brandywine 

Rd., Northfield 

 
Check the online 

Community Bulletin 

Board on our  

website to view  

upcoming events  

in the area 

Jun 16 - 

St. Padre Pio’s  

Canonization 16th 

Anniversary 

THE PADRE PIO 

PRAYER GROUP  

of Cleveland 
 

Spiritual Director:  

Rev. Fr. Edward J. Janoch 
 

Chaplain:  

Rev. Fr. William E. Browne 
 

Group Leader:  

Cindy Russo 

St. Padre Pio Prayer 
Group Newsletter 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus 

V O L U M E  6 ,  I S S U E  6  

The month of June is set apart for devotion to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. The devotion consists in the 
divine worship of the human heart of Christ, which 
is united to His divinity and which is a symbol of His 
love for us. The aim of the devotion is to make our 
Lord king over our hearts by prompting them to 
return love to Him and to make reparation for our 
ingratitude to God. 
 
You do not have to live in a world of hurt and 
doubt. You don't have to live alone. You don't have 
to weep in solitude. You have the Sacred Heart of 
Christ to lift you up. You have the Word of God to 
teach you. You have the Holy Spirit indwelling in 
you who warms your soul. You have the God of 
encouragement waiting to show you His mercy and 
love. 
 
But you need to trust. Do you really trust Him? You 
need to remember the Lord's blessings. You need to 

depend on Him. You need to keep your eyes on 
Jesus and Him alone. 
 
Today is the perfect day to begin experiencing the 
Blessings of God. Put these principles into practice 
and never look back. Jesus said, "Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest." (Matthew 11:28). You don't have to 
worry whether or not He is going to take care of 
you. He already has, (THE CROSS), He is currently 
doing so, and He will continue to care for you. 
 
In the Greek, the word "mercy" is oiktirmos. It 
means compassion, pity, mercy. And, it is something 
that is felt in the heart. In God's very heart, He feels 
mercy toward you. God’s greatest blessing always 
rests in God himself. 
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Efficacious Novena to the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus  

 

(Padre Pio recited this novena every day for all those  

who requested his prayers.) 

 
I. O my Jesus, you have said: "Truly I say to you, ask and 
you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and it will be 
opened to you." Behold I knock, I seek and ask for the 
grace of...... (here name your request) 
Our Father....Hail Mary....Glory Be to the Father....Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.  
 
II. O my Jesus, you have said: "Truly I say to you, if you ask anything of the Father in my name, he will 
give it to you." Behold, in your name, I ask the Father for the grace of.......(here name your request) 
Our Father...Hail Mary....Glory Be To the Father....Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.  
 
III. O my Jesus, you have said: "Truly I say to you, heaven and earth will pass away but my words will 
not pass away." Encouraged by your infallible words I now ask for the grace of.....(here name your 
request) 
Our Father....Hail Mary....Glory Be to the Father...Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you.  
 
O Sacred Heart of Jesus, for whom it is impossible not to have compassion on the afflicted, have pity 
on us miserable sinners and grant us the grace which we ask of you, through the Sorrowful and Im-
maculate Heart of Mary, your tender Mother and ours.  
 
Say the Hail, Holy Queen and add: St. Joseph, foster father of Jesus, pray for us.  

MISS ION  &  

V I S ION :  

To carry out the 

works, words and 

devotion of St. Pa-

dre Pio through 

prayer and charita-

ble works where we 

can touch lives and 

change souls.  
 

Our vision is to cre-

ate more Spiritual 

Children and lead 

souls to heaven.  
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Dear Spiritual Brothers and Sisters of St. Padre Pio, 
 
I am happy to report we had 157 applicants to become Spiritual Children of St. Padre Pio at our May meeting. 
We will at the September meeting offer the application and oath again for those who did not attend the last one. 

The applications have been sent to San Giovanni and each of you will be officially registered. Our 
Prayer Group of Cleveland is taking on a larger role in assisting other devotees of St. Padre Pio 
to start Prayer Groups all over the world. This is such a great gift that God has bestowed on 
our Group. The power of prayer can change everything and it has! 
 
On May 25th at St. Saviour’s Dominican Church in Limerick, Ireland, Auxiliary Bishop Donal 
Murray celebrated mass and blessed the “I Absolve You“ sculpture of St. Padre Pio. In apprecia-
tion, a plaque with our Prayer Group’s name is forever engraved in granite at the site. The Sac-
rament of Reconciliation is instrumental to bringing people back to God. Healing wounds with 
His Divine Mercy, the St. Padre Pio sculpture is a witness in this evangelization. The Padre Pio 
Prayer Group of Limerick, Ireland is well on their way. Congratulations to Philip & Mary Scanlon 
and Mary Tynan for all the hard work they have done in making this happen. The pilgrims who 
have signed up for the Ireland Pilgrimage in August will be able to visit the newly established 
Prayer Group and visit the church where the sculpture is located. 

 
I also had the privilege of sharing the relics of St. Pio and my 
story through an invitation from Judith Crompton in Wigan, 
England at St. Jude Parish. The night was well received. So 
many bless-
ings and 
graces filled 
the night. 
 
We wish Fr. 
Bill Browne a 
speedy re-
covery from 
his eye sur-
gery. Please 
keep him and 
all the priests 
i n  y ou r 
prayers. On 
behalf of the 
P r a y e r 
Group, we 
wish all the 

Fathers in our life, religious, biological, godfathers, men who have 
been father figures, good St. Joseph, and our own Beloved Spiri-
tual Papa Padre Pio, a Happy Father’s Day. 

 

Heavenly Father, You entrusted your 
Son Jesus, the child of Mary, to the 
care of Joseph, an earthly father. 
Bless all fathers as they care for their 
families. Give them strength and wis-
dom, tenderness and patience; support 
them in the work they have to do, pro-
tecting those who look to them, as we 
look to you for love and salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our rock and 
defender. Amen. 
 
Sincerely, 
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One of the most famous mystics of the Church is St. Marga-
ret-Mary Alacoque of France (1647-1690).  In her convent 
Jesus urged her incessantly to ask for humiliations and morti-
fications.  She saw Jesus crowned with thorns and was de-
voted to his passion.  Jesus asked her to take the place St. 
John had occupied at the last supper, leaning on his breast 
close to his heart.  Jesus wanted the love of his heart to be 
spread and manifest to people by means of her and he would 
reveal the treasures of his graces through her. 
 
In reparation for the coldness and rebuffs given to him by 
people in return for all his eagerness to do them good, she 
should make up for their ingratitude so far as she was able 
through her own acts of reparation.  Also this was to be 
done by frequent loving communion, especially on the first 
Friday of each month and by an hour's vigil every Thursday 
night in memory of his agony and desertion in Gethsemane.  
This has come to be known as the devotions of the nine first 
Fridays and the Holy Hour.  Jesus also asked for the feast of 
the Sacred Heart to be established as a feast of reparation for 
people's indifference, irreverence, sacrileges, coldness and 
scorn for the Eucharist.  It was to be celebrated on the Friday 
after Corpus Christi.  This year 
it falls on June 8th.  This revela-
tion follows the theme of other 
feasts of reparation such as 
Fatima and Divine Mercy. 
 
When we are asked by Jesus to 
do penance and make reparation 
for the sins of humankind, our 
first thought is usually: “I am not 
attracted to it because it entails 
sacrifice” and we want to shrink 
from it.  In our day, not enough 
people are doing penance and far 
worse than that, many people 
are not even practicing the basics 
of the faith.  Militant atheism is 
growing.  Mystics report that the 
all too common natural disasters, 
wars, social evils like abortion 
and mass murders in cities and 
schools and family breakdown 
are due to people's sins and ne-
glect of God.  Instead of shrink-
ing back from God's call for pen-
ance and reparation, we need to reflect on the small cost of 
practices of reparation compared to the devastating results of 
people's sins and the lack of reparation being done for them.  
Consider the following: 
 

• The fervent prayers and sacrifices of the three Fatima 

children actually short-
ened World War I. 

• Because people did not 
follow our Lady of 
Fatima's call for pen-
ance, World War II 
erupted. 

• Because the people of 
Rwanda did not heed 
Mary's warning to pray 
and do penance, a bru-
tal civil war occurred and over a million people were 
killed.  It could have been avoided. 

• St. John Paul II's offering himself as a victim for people's 
sins and consecrating the world to Mary brought down 
communism. 

• St. John Vianney, the Cure of Ars in France (1786-1859) 
was a priest like Padre Pio whose life was devoted to 
making reparation for people's sins.  His reparation was 
so effective that Satan admitted: “If there were three 
people as holy as this man, my kingdom would be de-
stroyed.” 

• The simple act of going to confession, an 
act of reparation, actually reduces the amount 
of evil in the world.  How often do I go to con-
fession? 

• St. John Paul II said that one Mass is more 
powerful than all the evil in the world.  How 
often do I go to Mass? 

• The rosary can prevent wars and is a 
weapon against evil.  How often do I say the 
rosary (and the chaplet)? 

• Friday is traditionally the day for doing pen-
ance.  Do I do penance on Friday?  Do I do any 
specific penance on any day? 

• Do I make a Eucharistic Hour or at least 
visits to the Blessed Sacrament--great stress 
reducers in a troubled world? 
 
People are losing hope over the problems of 
our world.  Sin is the cause.  We are the people 
of hope.  Repentance and reparation are the 
solutions.  Scripture says: “Do not be over-
come by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
 
In doing penance, we need not think of the diffi-

culty of the sacrifice but rather our closeness to Jesus in do-
ing it, His appreciation of our doing it, and the good it does.  
“Love makes it possible, and perfect love makes it a joy.” 
 
“I need nothing but God and to lose myself in the heart of 
Jesus” - St. Margaret-Mary Alacoque. 

Reparation and the Sacred Heart 
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Do You Believe in Miracles? 
Traditionally understood, a miracle is a supernatural 

sign or wonder, brought about by God, signifying His 

glory and the salvation of mankind. As a sign, a miracle 

is perceived by the senses and makes present the su-

pernatural order, God's governance of nature, and His 

loving plan of sal-

vation. Miracles 

are a call to faith. 

T h e  w o r d 

"miracle" is used 

broadly in com-

mon speech to 

signify the won-

drous, the im-

probable, or the 

newly discovered.  

 

The most distinctive feature of a miracle: God's direct 

intervention in the world. Sometimes, we observe an 

event that cannot be explained by science because the 

normal powers of nature have been exceeded. The oc-

currence cannot be attributed to natural causes nor can 

the laws of nature explain the outcome. Miracles occur 

in nature but are also truly supernatural because the 

normal powers of nature have 

been surpassed. 

 

Sometimes miracles surpass 

natural processes. Miraculous 

cures, for example, are affected 

in harmony with the body's po-

tential for health. While the 

powers of nature could not have 

brought about such a restora-

tion, divine power influenced the 

natural forces beyond normal 

capacity. This is also what hap-

pened in the case of Jesus' first 

miracle. Water naturally can be-

come wine from moisture in the clouds absorbed by 

grapes, pressed and fermented but God's power by-

passed that process at Cana. Every time we are at mass 

we experience the miracle of transubstantiation, which 

the bread and wine of Communion become, in sub-

stance, not appearance, the body and the blood of Je-

sus Christ at the consecration. So many people take this 

for granted. 

 

We should be rejoicing every day because God is at 

work. We are surrounded by miracles because our 

heavenly Father is reaching out this very 

moment. We may not know it all the 

time, but that doesn’t mean that God is 

passive. Miracles come in many differ-

ent forms, and God wants to open our 

eyes to see them. He wants to help us 

recognize that He is with us, reaching 

out to us and offering His grace. 

 

God has chosen Saints, His beloved ser-

vants, special extraordinary graces to 

intercede. He has chosen to manifest 

Himself and His love for humanity in a very special man-

ner in the lives of His Saints. For in the Gospel of John, 

Jesus said to His disciples: "Believe me that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe because 

of the works themselves. Truly I say to you, whoever 

believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do 

greater ones than these, because I am going to the Fa-

ther. And what-

ever you ask in my 

name, I will do, so 

that the Father 

may be glorified in 

the Son.” 

 

So given Jesus' 

promise, it is not 

at all surprising 

then that Saint 

Padre Pio per-

formed the most 

remarkable mira-

cles in the name of 

Jesus: miraculous cures and healings, prophecy, biloca-

tion, stigmata, mystical knowledge, levitation and ec-

static flights, gift of understanding and also speaking 

foreign languages. Even his body is incorrupt. He contin-

ues to intercede every day! We thank our Spiritual Fa-

ther. We ask that he continue to guide and protect us.  
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Hear  
our prayer  
for the 

sanctification 
of our 
priests. 

Prayers for Priests, Seminarians and Vocations 
For Priests:  Prayer by Pope Benedict XVI  
  
Lord Jesus Christ, eternal High Priest, 
you offered yourself to the Father on the altar of the cross 
and through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
gave your priestly people a share in your redeeming sacrifice. 
Hear our prayer for the sanctification of our priests. 
Grant that all who are ordained to the ministerial priesthood 
may be ever more conformed to you, the Divine Master. 
May they preach the Gospel with pure heart and clear conscience. 
Let them be shepherds according to your own heart, 
single-minded in service to you and to the Church, 
and shining examples of a holy, simple, and joyful life. 
Through the prayers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, your Mother and ours,  
draw all priests and the flocks entrusted to their care 
to the fullness of eternal life where you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer Before the Blessed Sacrament for Vocations 
 
O God, Our Father, You have called us in Baptism, to follow Your 
Son through lives of living service to You and to one another. Grant 
us Your assistance as we seek to live out our vocation in life. We 
pray especially for those who have answered Your call as priests, 
brothers, sisters, and deacons. Keep them faithful in following Your 
Son, and dedicated in serving You, in their brothers and sisters. 
Grant that many more men and women will be open to the challenge 
of dedicating their lives in the ministry of building Your Kingdom. Je-
sus, High priest and Redeemer, we ask You to call men and women 
to Your service as priests and religious. May they be inspired by the 
lives of dedicated priests, brothers and sisters. Holy Spirit, give to 
parents the grace of generosity and trust toward You and their Child, 
so that their sons and daughters may be helped to choose their voca-
tion in life with wisdom and freedom. We ask all of this through Christ, 
Our Lord. Amen. 

 
Congratulations to the newly ordained priests for the Diocese of Cleveland: Fa-
ther Matthew Cortnik, Father Michael Feldtz, and Father Richard Samide. 

 

Global Rosary Relay: For the Sanctification of our Priests 
 
Join 170 locations and 68 countries all over the world in praying the rosary for the 
sanctification of our priests. This Global Rosary Relay will take place at Our Lady 
of Lourdes Shrine on June 8, 2018 at 21281 Chardon Road in Euclid, Ohio at 
NOON. We will meet at the grotto of Our Lady and be a part of this 24 hours of 
prayer for priests. We will be offering the Sorrowful Mysteries of the rosary. This 
day is the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and St. John Vianney stated that, 
“the priesthood is the love of the Heart of Jesus.” Please join us to pray for all our 
priests. See more about this event at worldpriest.com (Location #33).  
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Notes of Thanks 
18-05-2018 
 
Dear Cindy, 
 
On behalf of the St Padre Group in Limerick Ireland may I say thank 
you and to your St Pio Group in Cleveland. I am forever thankful to 
you and your group for all the hard work you did to secure that 
Limerick Ireland received a sculpture of St Pio, and it has come at a 
time when Ireland really needs many prayers, due to the next elec-
tion regarding the abortion issue. Please pray that it will not come 
to my land through the intercession of St Pio.  
 
The group here are very grateful, in fact my city is even more grate-
ful that you have reached out to us regarding the sculpture of St Pio. 
 
Timothy Schmalz is a gifted artist and it’s beautiful that it is here in 
Limerick we have one of his masterpieces thanks to you and your 
group. What more can I say only a very big thank to you and the 
Cleveland Padre Pio Prayer Group for your kindness and support to 
your brothers and sisters across the pond in Ireland. It will never be 
forgotten, may St Pio be with all his spiritual children. 
 
Fr Terry O’Connell +  
 

Irish Blessing : May you have love that 
never ends, lots of money, and lots of 
friends. Health be yours, whatever you 
do, and may God send many blessings to 
you. May the good saints protect you, 
And bless you today. And may troubles 
ignore you, each step of the way. May 
God give you: For every storm, a rain-
bow, For every tear, a smile, For every 
care, a promise, And a blessing in each trial. For every problem life 
sends, A faithful friend to share, For every sigh, a sweet song, And an 
answer for each prayer. May your troubles be less, And your blessing 
be more. And nothing but happiness, Come through your door. May 
love and laughter light your days, and warm your heart and home. 
May good and faithful friends be yours, wherever you may roam. 
May peace and plenty bless your world with joy that long endures. 
May all life’s passing seasons bring the best to you and yours. May 
joy and peace surround you, contentment latch your door, and happi-
ness be with you now and bless you ever more.  

Dear Cindy and Padre Pio Prayer Group,  
 
It has been awhile since I last wrote you. I have been greatly blessed 
to have received the cards and letters from so many of the Padre 
Pio Prayer Group. Thank you for the cards and please continue to 
send me those blessed encouragements. My much needed time away 
has been fruitful to my physical, mental and spiritual growth. It is 
hard to believe that it has been almost five months since I have been 
away. Keep me in your prayers and I keep you and the Padre Pio 
Prayer Group in my prayers. I am so blessed to be part of this group 
and to see the spiritual growth that has occurred since 2013. St. 
Padre Pio has truly been watching over us for all these years. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Fr. Edward J. Janoch 
Secretariat for Clergy and Religious 
Cathedral Square 
1404 East Ninth Street 
Cleveland, Ohio  44114-1722 
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“’You, Lord, are my only good’. 
 
This is what we sang in the responsorial psalm. Through these 
words, the new Saint invites us to place God above everything, to 
consider him our sole and highest good. 
 
In fact, the ultimate reason for the apostolic effectiveness of Padre 
Pio, the profound root of so much spiritual fruitfulness can be found 
in that intimate and constant union with God, attested to by his long 
hours spent in prayer and in the confessional. He loved to repeat, "I 
am a poor Franciscan who prays" convinced that "prayer is the best 
weapon we have, a key that opens the heart of God". 

 
This fundamental characteristic of his spirituality continues in the 
"Prayer Groups" that he founded, which offer to the Church and to 
society the wonderful contribution of incessant and confident 
prayer. To prayer, Padre Pio joined an intense charitable activity, of 
which the "Home for the Relief of Suffering" is an extraordinary 
expression. Prayer and charity, this is the most concrete synthesis of 
Padre Pio's teaching, which today is offered to everyone.” 
 
—Excerpt from the Homily of John Paul II at the Canonization of St. Pio 
of Pietrelcina, Capuchin Priest, on Sunday, 16 June 2002. 



WEBSITE:  WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG      CONTACT US:  INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG 

FACEBOOK:  WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND      TWITTER:  @PADREPIOCLEVEOH 

KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS 
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list. 

Mike Bradley 

Fr. Bill Browne 

Tom Bruno 

Christine DeMauro 

John Donahue 

Bob Dodds 

Tim Doherty 

Steve Fiata 

Deacon Joe Fiorillo 

Louise Frein 

Richard Frein 

Kathleen Graham 

Helen Husky 

Fr. Edward Janoch 

Larry Janowicz 

David Kopowski 

Laura Lang 

Bishop Richard Lennon 

Carol Liming 

Dave Liming 

Carol Machi 

Jennifer Minniti 

Joe Morici 

Fr. Terry O’Connell 

Kyle O’Malley 

Anton Picinic 

Peggy Pongracz 

Abbot C. Schwartz 

OSB 

Michael Skebakis 

Bernadette Suich 

Rudy Tan 

Barbara Wilson 

Yoli Wright 

SPECIAL INTENTION 

Monsignor Michele Castoro, Director General of Padre Pio Prayer Groups, President of the 

Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza and Archbishop of Manfredonia-Vieste-San Giovanni Rotondo 

 

Joseph Herbert, Spiritual Child 

†   OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF OUR RECENTLY DECEASED   † 

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET, LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of June! 

LAST CALL FOR IRELAND!!  PRICE INCREASING WITHIN  

TWO WEEKS BECAUSE OF AIRFARE INCREASES. 

 

Ireland 
August 10-19, 2018 

$3,700.00 
(includes airfare from anywhere in the U.S.) 

 

Holy Land 
January 8-18, 2019 

$3,499.00 
(includes airfare from anywhere in the U.S.) 

 
 

See our website (https://www.padrepiocleveland.org/
pilgrimages.html) for more information. 

Pilgrimages with the Padre Pio  
Prayer Group of Cleveland 

Remembering Our Foundress on the Second 
Anniversary of Her Death 


