
U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S :  

Aug 10-19 - 

Pray for the pilgrims 

on the Padre Pio 

Prayer Group  

Pilgrimage to Ireland 

Sep 1 - 

Padre Pio Prayer 

Group Gathering 

beginning with  

Rosary at 8:00 AM 

and Mass at 8:30 AM, 

St. Barnabas Church, 

9451 Brandywine 

Rd., Northfield 

Oct 21-23 - 

Padre Pio Prayer 

Group Pilgrimage to 

National Shrine of 

the Immaculate 

Conception, St. John 

Paul II and Mother 

Seton 

Jan 8-18, 2019 - 

Padre Pio Prayer 

Group Pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land 

 

Check the online 

Community Bulletin 

Board on our  

website to view  

upcoming events  

in the area 

THE PADRE PIO 

PRAYER GROUP  

of Cleveland 
 

Spiritual Director:  

Rev. Fr. Edward J. Janoch 
 

Chaplain:  

Rev. Fr. William E. Browne 
 

Group Leader:  

Cindy Russo 

St. Padre Pio Prayer 
Group Newsletter 

Celebrate! 
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As Catholics, one thing we do more than any-
thing else is celebrate. Everything that the 
church does is centered on a celebration. It is 
clear from Scripture that celebration is a spiri-
tual discipline that God desires for us to prac-
tice. It was never God’s will for Christians to 
live dry, boring lives and that is why we see 
celebrations both commanded 
and practiced throughout the Bi-
ble. In John10:10, “Christ came so 
that we may have life and life 
more abundantly”. This abundant 
life includes celebration. 
 
We celebrate life. We celebrate 
the changing seasons with the 
richness of the Church’s calendar. 
August is the designated month to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
The physical heart of Mary is ven-
erated because it is united to Her 
person and is the base of Her 
love, virtue and inner life. We 
celebrate two Marian feast days 
this month: August 15 is the Feast 
of the Assumption and August 22 
is the Queenship of Mary. We are called to 
make a consecration or re-consecration to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary but we first must 
make reparation for the offenses that we and 
others have committed against her. We also 
celebrate Christmas and Easter.  We celebrate 
excellence by honoring the Saints on their 
Feast days. We celebrate birth and eternal life 
with baptism and funerals. We celebrate pil-
grimages, our common journey and our own 
individual journeys. We celebrate salvation. 
We celebrate Divine Mercy, forgiveness and 
reconciliation. We celebrate total dedication 
to the service of God’s people with Holy Or-
ders. We celebrate communion with God and 
community at the Mass. We celebrate love 
with marriage. 
 
We can go on and on with all the celebrations, 
but the way to celebrate life is to live our own 

lives to the fullest. To embrace life with hearts 
and arms wide open. We are to live our life 
with Holy Joy which is a gift from the Holy 
Spirit. We are to love deeply the people who 
cross our paths and each and every moment to 
embrace God, to give Him thanks and praise. 
At our Padre Pio gathering we celebrate not 

only at Holy Mass, but at 
the feast afterwards in 
the cafeteria. We be-
come what we celebrate. 
It is true not only of the 
life of a person, but also 
of the life of a family. We 
have become spiritual 
sons and daughters of 
our beloved Padre Pio. 
We are family. St. Padre 
Pio by example, teaches 
us to be holy obedient 
children of God the Fa-
ther. We are to love one 
another and respect each 
other. By doing this you 
will live a life worthy in 
the eyes of Christ. 

 
Dear Padre Pio, I come to you today asking 
your intercession, with my heart full of hope 
and joy as I remember your words to your 
spiritual children: ”Abandon yourselves fully to 
the Divine Heart of Jesus”. May hope and joy 
fill my heart with peace as I put all my trust 
into Christ our Lord. I ask Mary Our Mother 
of Mercy to take us by the hand and lead us to 
Jesus’ Sacred Heart. I ask you, Padre Pio, to 
intercede for me and all those who raise their 
prayers to you. Amen.  
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O Mary Immaculate,  
inflame our hearts with 
one ray of the burning 
love of thy pure heart. 
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Dear Spiritual Brothers and Sisters of Padre Pio, 

 

This summer I have been very busy traveling and sharing Padre Pio’s story. The relics have been part 

of the presentations and many people have been blessed with them. The purpose of this is to touch as 

many hearts as I can. I have witnessed so many spiritual, emotional and physical healings. It is an 

honor representing our group. The mission is to bring them closer to Jesus 

and Mary. Reintroducing some of the devotions that have been forgotten is 

also part of the mission, teaching of the importance of Eucharistic Adora-

tion, recitation of the Rosary and the Divine Mercy Chaplet. 

 

I just came back from St. Joan of Arc Church in LaPlace, Louisiana. Besides 

conducting a Saturday retreat for the parish with Fr. Terry O’Connell, I got to 

visit a few church groups throughout my stay and visit some parish mem-

bers who were very sick. Father anointed them and we prayed with them. I 

gave rosaries and holy cards to them on behalf of our prayer group. 

 

I also met a retired priest whom I showered with gifts from our prayer 

group. He leads a Padre Pio Franciscan Fraternity in Louisiana. What are the chances! He was very 

overwhelmed and had tears in his eyes. We felt like we knew each other forever. I got to spend two 

wonderful, enriched days with him. That is the 

brother and sisterhood of Christ. 

 

Six members of the Nashville Padre Pio Prayer 

Group participated in the retreat. I believe we 

may have two more Prayer Groups opening in 

Louisiana and Texas. One thing I have learned is 

that wherever I travel, I am never a stranger. 

We are all of God’s family. 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the 

day event celebration on July 7 at the Shrine 

for Rhoda Wise. Our Prayer Group hosted the 

refreshments for the day. It was a wonderful, 

joyful day! 

 

Please keep in your prayers the 28 pilgrims going to Ireland on August 10
th

. We will be bringing all the 

Prayer Group’s petitions to the Shrine of Our Lady of Knock. In our travels we will be meeting with the 

Padre Pio Prayer Group from Limerick and a Rose Mystica Prayer Group from England. 

 

The Pilgrimage in the fall will be on October 

21-23. We will visit shrines of The Immacu-

late Conception, St. John Paul II (which we 

will be there for his feast day) in Washing-

ton DC, and the National Shrine of Saint 

Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg, Mary-

land. We will be staying at a Franciscan 

Priest Field House Retreat Center, breakfast 

and dinner included. The cost is $375 per 

double occupancy. Reservation will be on a 

first come basis .For more info call Carol 

Siverd at 330-748-4539. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Many Padre Pio Prayer Group members are practicing the 
Sacrament of Confession regularly and have the occasion to 
confess venial sins.  Here is a beautiful article by Liz Estler 
(Editor, SpiritualDirection.com) with a recipe for examining 
our conscience for venial sins, so they don't become mortal 
sins. 
 
OK. So, you receive regular spiritual direction, you frequent 
the sacraments, you fast and pray and spend time in adora-
tion. You attend daily Mass, or at least more often than just 
Sunday Mass (and Holy Days of Obligation). You're not com-
mitting mortal sin. You confess your venial sins during regular 
confession. At times, you feel like what's the use? I'm not 
really a great sinner … anymore. Why am I going through the 
motions? 
 
Well, it's spiritually healthy to confess, without entering into 
scrupulosity, even small or venial sins. Why? Because the sac-
rament gives us graces which, if we cooperate with them, 
help us to grow in virtue and avoid sin. And, habitual small 
sins weaken our resolve. They keep us attached to the world 
and worldly things. They make 
us more vulnerable to mortal 
sin. They make it easier to say 
yes to bigger and/or more 
frequent venial sins until voila! 
We've fallen into mortal sin … 
once again. 
 
Ever wish there was an exami-
nation just for venial sins? 
There is! St. Anthony Mary 
Claret, a Spanish archbishop, 
missionary, and founder of the 
Claretians, who lived from 
1807 to 1870, wrote such a 
guide. Here is his exam just for 
venial sins! And, we're please 
to present it below for your 
perusal and use. This does not 
cover all such sins but is a 
good, sober reminder of, not 
just those listed, but of the 
general approach we need to 
take in examining our con-
sciences. 
 
St. Anthony Mary Claret´s Examination of Venial Sins 
 
The soul should avoid all venial sins, especially those which 
pave the way for grave sin. It is not enough, my soul, to have 
a firm resolve to suffer death rather than consent to any 
grave sin. It is necessary to have a like resolution to venial sin. 

He who does not find in himself this will, cannot have secu-
rity. There is nothing which can give us such a certain secu-
rity of eternal salvation as an uninterrupted cautiousness to 
avoid even the lightest venial sin, and a notable, all-extensive 
earnestness reaching to all practices of the spiritual life — 
earnestness in prayer, and in dealing with God; earnestness in 
mortification and self-denial; earnestness in being humble and 
in accepting contempt; earnestness in obeying and renouncing 
one’s own self-will; earnest love of God and neighbor. He 
who wants to gain this earnestness and keep it, must neces-
sarily have the resolve to always avoid especially the following 
venial sins: 
 
1. The sin of giving entrance into your heart to any unrea-
sonable suspicion or unfair judgment against your neighbor. 
 
2. The sin of introducing talk about another’s defects or 
offending charity in any other way, even lightly. 
 
3. The sin of omitting out of laziness our spiritual practices 
or of performing them with voluntary neglect. 

 
4. The sin of having a disordered affection for 
somebody. 
 
5. The sin of having a vain esteem for oneself, 
or of taking vain satisfaction in things pertaining to 
us. 
 
6. The sin of receiving the holy sacraments in a 
careless way, with distractions and other irrever-
ences, and without a serious preparation. 
 
7. Impatience, resentment, any failure to accept 
disappointments as coming from God’s Hand; for 
this puts obstacles in the way of the decrees and 
dispositions of Divine Providence concerning us. 
 
8. The sin of giving ourselves an occasion that 
can even remotely blemish a spotless condition of 
holy purity. 
 
9. The fault of advertently hiding from those 
who ought to learn them, one’s bad inclinations, 
weaknesses, and mortifications, seeking to pursue 

the road of virtue not under the direction of obedience, but 
under the guidance of one’s own whims. Note: This speaks of 
times when we might have worthy [spiritual] direction if we 
seek it, but we prefer to follow our own dim lights. 

 
 
SOURCE: https://www.spiritualdirection.com/2018/07/05/an-examination-
of-conscience-for-venial-sins 

An Examination of Conscience for Venial Sins 
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St. Anthony Mary Claret 
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Fr. Dominic Meyer 
Dominic Meyer was born in 

Belleville, Illinois. A few 

months later, his father 

began work at St. Francis 

Parish in Milwaukee as or-

ganist and teacher in the 

parish school. From his fa-

ther, Dominic acquired a 

love for music and became 

very proficient at the violin. 

He was the cousin of Cardi-

nal Albert Meyer, a Milwau-

kee native who went on to 

be Archbishop of Milwau-

kee and later of Chicago. After attending St. Lawrence 

and the Scholasticate, Dominic was invested at Detroit. 

Following ordination, he became the first capuchin friar 

of the Province to be sent to Rome for higher studies. 

After earning a Doctorate from the Gregorian Univer-

sity, he spent the 

next eight years 

teaching at Mara-

thon where he also 

served as Director 

o f  S t u d e n t s , 

f o u n d e d  t h e 

"Round Table of 

Franciscan Re-

search," and served 

two terms as 

Guardian. Dominic 

was transferred to 

Detroit where he 

heard confessions, 

did counseling, and took help-outs. After one year he 

was assigned to Huntington as confessor for the Nov-

ices. Dominic was generous in praise and in encourag-

ing others in a thoughtful, quiet way. 

 

During the time that Clement Neubauer was General 

Minister, Dominic was asked to serve as the English and 

German speaking secretary for the future Saint, Padre 

Pio of Pietrelcina, taking care of some 250 letters daily 

in San Giovanni Rotondo. He spent the next thirteen 

years engaged in ministry. It is said that Padre Pio vis-

ited in bilocation Fr. Dominic's father on his deathbed in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as testified by his daughter and 

son in law, and later confirmed to Fr. Dominic that he 

was saved in Heaven. Fr. Meyer gave many details of 

the daily activities of Padre Pio in his letters to his rela-

tives in Wisconsin and Illinois. After suffering a series of 

health problems, Fr. Dominic returned to the States. As 

a thank you for his service 

he was given a set of 

gloves of Padre Pio. What 

a beautiful blessing these 

relic gloves are for our 

prayer group’s ministry 

work. 

 

Fr. Dominic was a man of 

deep spirituality, but al-

ways well-rooted in the 

concrete. One Friar who 

knew him well remarked: 

"It seemed to me that, throughout his life, Fr. Dominic 

wanted to know the answer to only one question: ‘Is it 

the will of God?'" Fr. Dominic died at Crown Point, aged 

74, and is buried at Huntington. Thank you Fr. Dominic 

Meyer for this beautiful gift we have received and we 

ask everyone to continue to pray for him. 

 

Eternal rest grant him, O Lord, and let per-

petual light shine upon him. May the souls 

of the faithful departed, through the mercy 

of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
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To be 
faithful 

servants 
of God’s 
people; 

 
To be 

perfect 
imitators 
of Christ;   

 
To give 

His Life 
in ransom 
for many. 

Prayers for Priests and Religious Vocations 
St. John Vianney  
Patron of Parish Priests  
Feast Day: August 4  

 

I love You, O my God, and my only desire is to love You until the last breath of 

my life.  

I love You, O my infinitely lovable God, and I would rather die loving You, than 

live without loving You.  

I love You, Lord and the only grace I ask is to love You eternally... 

My God, if my tongue cannot say in every moment that I love You, I want my 

heart to repeat it to You as often as I draw breath. 
 
 

Prayer for Parish Priests to St. John Vianney 
 

Dear Saint John Vianney, your childhood dream was to be a Priest, to win souls 

for God. You endured years of toil and humiliation to attain the Priesthood. You 

became a Priest truly after Godʼs own heart, outstanding in humility and pov-

erty; prayer and mortification. Totally devoted to the service of Godʼs people. 

 

The Church has exalted you as model and patron saint of all Parish Priests, trusting that your exam-

ple and prayers will help them to live up to the high dignity of their vocation to be faithful servants 

of Godʼs people, to be perfect imitators of Christ the Savior Who came not to be served but to 

serve, to give His Life in ransom for many. 

 

Pray that God may give to His Church today many more Priests after His own Heart. Pray for all the 

Priests under your patronage, that they may be worthy representatives of Christ the Good Shep-

herd. May they wholeheartedly devote themselves to prayer and penance; be examples of humility 

and poverty; shining models of holiness; tireless and powerful preachers of the Word of God; zeal-

ous dispensers of Godʼs Grace in the Sacraments. 

 

May their loving devotion to Jesus in the Eucharist and to Mary His Mother be the Twin Fountains 

of fruitfulness for their ministry. Amen 
 
 

A Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament for the Increase of Priestly and 
Religious Vocations 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Eternal Father, Son of the Virgin Mary, we thank you for offering your 

life in sacrifice on the Cross, and for renewing this sacrifice in every Mass celebrated throughout 

the world. 

 

In the Power of the Holy Spirit we adore you and proclaim your living presence in the Eucharist. We 

desire to imitate the love you show us in your death and resurrection, by loving and serving one 

another. 

 

We ask you to call many young people to religious life, and to provide the holy and generous 

priests that are so needed in your Church today. Lord Jesus, hear our prayer. Amen. 

 

—Archbishop Justin Rigali 
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Our Lady of Good Help 
Our Lady of Good Help in Champion, Wisconsin is 
the first and only site in the United States of an ap-
proved apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 
Bishop David Ricken of Green Bay, Wisconsin announced 
that he officially approves the Marian apparitions at the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Good Help at Champion. He  said "I declare 
with moral certainty and in accord with the norms of the 
Church that the events, apparitions and locutions given to 
Adele Brise in October of 1859 do exhibit the substance of 
supernatural character, and I do hereby approve these appa-
ritions as worthy of belief (although not obligatory) by the 
Christian faithful." The announcement was made during a 
special Mass for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception at 
the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help on August 15, 2010. 
 
During October 1859, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared on 
three occasions to Adele Brise, a young Belgian immigrant. 
Adele stated that a lady dressed in dazzling white appeared to 
her and claimed to be the "Queen of Heaven who prays for 
the conversion of sinners." The Lady asked Adele to pray for 
sinners, as well as to gather the children and teach them what 
they should know for salvation. The Blessed Virgin followed 
the commands with these words of assurance to Adele Brise, 

"Go and fear nothing, I will help you." Since 1859, countless 
faithful have made the pilgrimage to Champion, Wisconsin to 
offer prayers of thanksgiving and petition to Jesus and to ask 
for intercession from Our Lady. After receiving the appari-
tions, Adele immediately began to fulfill the obligations the 
Blessed Virgin entrusted to her. She gathered local children 
and taught them how to pray, make the sign of the cross, and 
to give love, thanks, and praise to the Lord. As part of her 
commitment to the Blessed Virgin, Brise set up a Catholic 
school and began a community of Third Order Franciscan 
women. Eventually, a school and convent were built on the 
grounds to further the mission entrusted to Adele. 
 
The 159-year history of the Shrine is rich with written and 
oral accounts of prayers that have been answered at the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help™. The sources document 
physical healings and conversions that have taken place as a 
result of pilgrimages to the Shrine. In addition, as the Peshtigo 
Fire of 1871 engulfed the surrounding area, the entire five 
acres of land consecrated to the Blessed Virgin remained 
unscathed after Adele organized a prayer vigil that circled the 
area. The National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help is open 
365 days a year from 7 am to 7 pm. 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 8  



WEBSITE:  WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG      CONTACT US:  INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG 

FACEBOOK:  WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND      TWITTER:  @PADREPIOCLEVEOH 

KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS 
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list. 

Mike Bradley 

Fr. Bill Browne 

Tom Bruno 

Christine DeMauro 

Kelly Morici Diaz 

John DiNato 

John Donahue 

Bob Dodds 

Tim Doherty 

Steve Fiata 

Deacon Joe Fiorillo 

Louise Frein 

Richard Frein 

Kathleen Graham 

Helen Husky 

Fr. Edward Janoch 

Larry Janowicz 

Ray King 

David Kopowski 

Irene Kovar 

Laura Lang 

Bishop Richard Lennon 

Carol Liming 

Dave Liming 

Carol Machi 

Jennifer Minniti 

Joe Morici 

Fr. Terry O’Connell 

Kyle O’Malley 

Anton Picinic 

Peggy Pontracz 

Mary Scanlon 

Abbot C. Schwartz OSB 

Michael Skebakis 

Bernadette Suich 

Rudy Tan 

Anna Trapani 

Joe Trapani 

Barbara Wilson 

Yoli Wright 

SPECIAL INTENTION 

All of the Souls in Purgatory 

†   OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF OUR RECENTLY DECEASED   † 

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET, LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of August! 

 

National Shrine of Immaculate Conception, St. John 

Paul II Shrine & St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Shrine 
October 21-23, 2018 

$375.00 (bus trip) 

 
Holy Land 

January 8-18, 2019 

$3,499.00 
(includes airfare from anywhere in the U.S.) 

 

 
 

 

See our website (https://www.padrepiocleveland.org/pilgrimages.html) for more information. 

Pilgrimages with the Padre Pio Prayer Group of Cleveland 


