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United to the Passion of Christ 
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St. John Paul II’s homily at Padre Pio’s Canonization 
stated “is it not, precisely, the glory of the Cross 
that shines above all in Padre Pio? How timely is the 
spirituality of the Cross lived by the humble Capu-
chin of Pietrelcina? Our time needs to rediscover 
the value of the Cross in order to open the heart to 
hope.” 
 
Throughout his life, Padre Pio always sought greater 
conformity with the Crucified, since he was very 
conscious of having been called to collaborate in a 
special way in the work of redemption. His holiness 
cannot be understood without this constant refer-
ence to the Cross. In God's plan, the Cross consti-
tutes the true instrument of salvation for the whole 
of humanity and the way clearly offered by the Lord 
to those who wish to follow 
him. 
 
“Whoever attended just one 
Mass of his, never forgot it,” 
noted a friend of his, Padre 
D'Apolito. “It produced such 
an impression that time and 
space between the altar and 
Calvary disappeared. The Mass 
of Padre Pio visibly reproduced 
the Passion of Christ, not only 
in a mystical form, but also 
physically, in his body. Waves 
of emotion made Padre Pio 
tremble at the altar as if the 
struggle with invisible persons 
filled him, time after time, with 
fear, joy, sadness, anguish, and 

pain. From the expression on his face, one could 
follow the mysterious dialogue.” It is said he saw the 
entire Passion, and we know that he physically suf-
fered the wounds of Jesus — so intense that often 
he wept during the readings. Others noted the saint 
was motionless for long moments at the offering of 
bread and wine, “as if nailed by a mysterious force,” 
eyes moist, staring at the Crucifix. During the Con-
secration, St. Pio's hands sometimes jerked back 
with pain (the Consecration lasting several times 
longer than normal) and after, he seemed exhausted 
from the suffering, leaning over the altar for minutes 
at a time to commune with the Lord. He suffered 
during the Consecration. St. Pio held the Host up 
for more than ten minutes, seeing a reality others 
could not see, feeling One with Jesus, realizing the 

Real Presence. He glowed 
during Communion. He saw 
angels and saints. He saw the 
splendor of God and Paradise 
open. Throughout Mass, St. Pio 
seemed to be peering into 
another dimension. At the side, 
he said he could see the 
Blessed Mother. “Was the 
Madonna present at every 
Mass?”, he was asked. “Yes.” 
Did angels always attend? “The 
whole celestial court is pre-
sent.” Whoever doubted the 
Real Presence, had only to 
assist at St. Pio's Mass. His 
Mass typically lasted more than 
two hours (without a homily, 
which he rarely gave). 
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The Suffering Prayer 
 

O Jesus, I know that suffering comes to all of us at various times in our lives -- for some more than oth-
ers. Let me accept my suffering today whether physical, emotional or spiritual, as it allows me to partici-
pate in your plan for redemption of the world. Let my suffering unite with your suffering, death and 
resurrection as it works to call sinners back to your Sacred Heart and to the love that you have for 
each of us as your brothers and sisters. O Jesus, let me not sink into despair as I face my suffering today, 
but rather let me turn to you for comfort and courage. Jesus, I know that you love me far more deeply 
than even I know. Help me to be courageous as I face my suffering this day knowing that you are with 
me at every moment. Let my suffering be a gift that I give to you today. It is my prayer of repentance 
and thanksgiving that I offer to you in reparation for my sins and in thanksgiving for all the blessings that 
you have showered upon me. And especially, I ask that you use it for those who are lost and far from 
your love. Call them back to your loving arms. Thank you, St. Padre Pio, for calling me to participate 
with you in this mission to help me love Jesus more each and every day. Amen. 
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Christ is Risen!  Christ is truly Risen! 
 

The Paschal Mystery, according to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2nd ed. 

states:   

 

Christ’s work of redemption accom-

plished principally by his Passion, death, 

Resurrection, and glorious Ascension, 

whereby “dying he destroyed our death, 

rising he restored our life”.   

 

I bring this to you because I and 219 other people 

had the chance to see a preview of the movie:  

Unplanned.  The movie is about Abby Johnson’s 

participation in Planned Parenthood and what 

caused her to leave this organization.  It is a very 

powerful movie and there were three graphic 

scenes dealing with an abortion and the presence of blood is shown.  They are needed 

in the movie to show what takes place behind the doors at Planned Parenthood.  I 

write this reflection because it shows Abby’s passion, death and resurrection dealing 

with her involvement in Planned Parenthood.  She begins to have some doubt but 

when she sees, for the first time, what takes place during an abortion, she is devas-

tated.  Abby is beginning her own walk of Calvary.  Her decision to leave Planned 

Parenthood, which she has been involved with for 8 years, is her death to an organiza-

tion that had lied to her.  Her resurrection occurs when she goes to the 40 Days for 

Life organization that has their office next to Abby’s Planned Parenthood clinic.  She 

has been restored to life and worked for 40 Days for Life after leaving Planned Parent-

hood and is now a major advocate for LIFE.  Abby and her husband also joined the 

Catholic Church and are the parents of eight children; one adopted and her recent birth 

involved twin girls.   

 

I and hopefully many of you have also, or are, going through our own “paschal mys-

tery,” of suffering, death, and resurrection as it involves our spiritual and human life.  

These events are what make us stronger and more passionate for God and for our 

neighbors who are anyone other than ourselves.  May this current Lent help us in our 

passion and death to self and bring us to an Easter of resurrection. 

 

A Blessed Easter to All! 

 

P.S.  I do not usually endorse movies, but Unplanned is one that I rec-

ommend.  It is showing at the Macedonia Cinemark.  Be prepared for 

what you will see for it is startling and can be upsetting for anyone 

who has been involved with an abortion.  But we must remember that 

God’s Mercy is more powerful than our guilt for He loves us.  If this 

movie brings up feelings and emotions that are unsettling, we have 

the opportunity to ask for God’s Mercy every day and especially on 

Divine Mercy Sunday on April 28th. 
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As we journey through Lent approaching Easter, it is good to 
reflect upon what is called the “Paschal Mystery”, that is, the 
five events which comprise the redemptive activity of Jesus: 
His 1) Passion 2) Death 3) Resurrection 4) Ascension 5) Pen-
tecost.  Jesus was deeply aware of his mission which is why 
he persevered through every negative experience which any 
human being could ever experience.  He had exceptional fo-
cus.  He rose above the human concerns and setbacks which 
get most people down. 
 
We, too, being fully aware of Jesus’ words “I living in 
them” (US!!!), can live out in our very own lives, the Paschal 
Mystery of Jesus.  We need to see our lives as a living mys-
tery of Jesus living in us accomplishing HIS work of the re-
demption of the world in us.  Many of us get stuck in phase 
one -- the passion or suffering.  We tend to feel what Jesus 
felt in the garden, such as: the world is a mess, life is closing 
in on me, there is little 
hope, etc.  Fear and de-
spair seem to be taking 
over our secular society 
which has so little vision, 
so little appreciation of a 
heaven which awaits us, 
and almost no apprecia-
tion of Jesus wanting to 
live out his Paschal Mys-
tery in us.  As we ap-
proach the sacred time of 
Holy Week, it is good to 
take a deep spiritual 
breath and focus on who 
lives in us and our mission 
of saving souls together 
with Jesus. 
 
Some Food for Thought and Prayer 
 

• Jesus was constantly confronted with negative circum-
stances—sick people, unbelievers, disciples who did not 
understand Him.  The selfish, plotting person of Judas, 
etc.  In the spirit given to him at his baptism in the Jor-
dan, he focused on his mission and changed the circum-
stances to healings, multiplication of loaves and fishes, 
etc.  Application:  When faced with negative circum-
stances, do I recall the Holy Spirit given to me at my 
Baptism and Confirmation and focus on bringing the 
power of Jesus to the circumstances?  Recall negative 
circumstances in your own life where you persevered, 
and God brought about good results.  Jesus wants to 
help you experience many more turnarounds. 

• Be positive and hopeful in negative circumstances “daring 

to be different”.  When Jesus went to the home of the 
little girl who was dead, He told the mourners: “she is 
not dead, she is asleep” and they laughed him to scorn.  
He then said, “Little girl, get up,” and she got up!  A real-
life example:  A woman in our prayer group married an 
unbelieving man.  She kept on loving him despite his un-
belief and shortcomings and negative attitude.  Through 
the years, he observed how her sweet and positive atti-
tude toward him and everyone she met really affected 
people in positive ways.  He became Catholic and now 
works for the Church!  Application:  Am I positive and 
hopeful in the presence of negative people?  St. Francis 
De Sales said: “Christians should be different.”  
“Common think” and political correctness can be very 
negative and downright depressing.  In the midst of this, 
do I pause, breathe the Holy Spirit deeply into my soul 
and in the power of the Spirit gently speak words of 

faith, hope, and love? 

• Do I make the best of 
downright unfair situations 
which cannot be changed, 
emphasizing the positive in 
them?  EWTN host Ray-
mond Arroyo on “The 
World Over,” interviewed 
an all-star defensive end of 
the New Orleans Saints.  
He had overcome being a 
juvenile delinquent with 
no father image and time 
in jail.  Through God’s 
mercy and positive Chris-
tian men, he became a 
Christian.  He told of an 
obviously very bad call by 

a referee in this year’s playoff game which probably 
caused the Saints to lose the game which would have put 
them in the Super Bowl.  The Saints decided that instead 
of being negative, they had a big celebration focusing on 
all they had accomplished and how appreciative they 
were to be on the same team together.  Viewers of the 
program could sense how powerful the influence of the 
Christian linebacker was on the team.  Application:  Do I 
make the best of, and draw out the good, in seemingly 
unfair situations?  Jesus seemed to lose the battle on the 
cross, but that was only phase two of the Paschal Mys-
tery.  Phases three to five were out of this world! 

 
Padre Pio, who suffered the passion and death of Jesus every 
day so that people could experience the full Paschal Mystery, 
pray for us.  

Embodying the Paschal Mystery 

A P R I L  2 0 1 9  





P A G E  5  

As a person, as a country, as a world, do we not need God’s 

mercy more and more in these times? For the sake of our 

souls, can we afford not to listen to what Jesus told us 

through St. Faustina about his mercy and what our response 

to this should be? Pope Benedict told us “It is a really central 

message for our time: Mercy as the force of God, as the di-

vine limit against the evil of the world.” 

 

1. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a ref-

uge and shelter for all souls, and especially 

for poor sinners. On that day the very depths 

of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a 

whole ocean of graces upon those souls who 

approach the fount of My mercy. The soul 

that will go to Confession and receive Holy 

Communion shall obtain complete forgive-

ness of sins and punishment. On that day all 

the divine floodgates through which grace 

flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw 

near to Me, even though its sins be as scar-

let. —St. Faustina Diary #699 

 

2. Mankind will not have peace until it turns with trust to My 

Mercy. —#300 

 

3. Let all mankind recognize My unfathomable mercy. It is a 

sign for the end times; after it will come the day of justice. —

#848 

 

4. He who refuses to pass through the door of My mercy 

must pass through the door of My justice. —#1146 

 

5. Souls perish in spite of My bitter Passion. I am giving them 

the last hope of salvation; that is, the Feast of My Mercy. If 

they will not adore My mercy, they will perish for all eternity. 

—#965 

 

6. My Heart overflows with great mercy for souls, and espe-

cially for poor sinners. If only they could understand that I am 

the best of Fathers to them and that it is for them that the 

Blood and Water flowed from My Heart as from a fount over-

flowing with mercy. —#367 

 

7. These rays shield souls from the wrath of My Father. 

Happy is the one who will dwell in their shelter, for the just 

hand of God shall not lay hold of him. I desire that the first 

Sunday after Easter be the Feast of Mercy. —#299 

 

8. The greater the sinner, the greater the right he has to My 

mercy. My mercy is confirmed in every work of My hands. He 

who trusts in My mercy will not perish, for all his affairs are 

Mine, and his enemies will be shattered at the base of My 

footstool. —#723 

 

9. Let the greatest sinners place their trust in My mercy. They 

have the right before others to trust in the abyss of My 

mercy. My daughter, write about My 

mercy towards tormented souls. 

Souls that make an appeal to My 

mercy delight Me. To such souls I 

grant even more graces than they 

ask. I cannot punish even the great-

est sinner if he makes an appeal to 

My compassion, but on the contrary, 

I justify him in My unfathomable and 

inscrutable mercy. —#1146 

 

10. I want to grant a complete par-

don to the souls that will go to Con-

fession and receive Holy Communion 

on the Feast of My mercy. —#1109 

 

11. Tell all people that I am Love and Mercy itself. When a 

soul approaches Me with trust, I fill it with such an abun-

dance of graces that it cannot contain them within itself, but 

radiates them to other souls. —#1074 

 

12. I am offering people a vessel with which they are to keep 

coming for graces to the fountain of mercy. That vessel is this 

image with the signature: "Jesus, I trust in You." —#327 

 

13. I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will 

not perish. I also promise victory over its enemies already 

here on earth, especially at the hour of death. “I Myself will 

defend it as My own glory.” —#48 

 

14. Souls who spread the honor of My mercy I shield through 

their entire lives as a tender mother her infant, and at the 

hour of death I will not be a Judge for them, but the Merciful 

Savior. At that last hour, a soul has nothing with which to 

defend itself except My mercy. Happy is the soul that during 

its lifetime immersed itself in the Fountain of Mercy, because 

justice will have no hold on it. —#1075 

What Jesus Told Us Through St. Faustina 
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Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/y2wawfac to receive  
a brief, daily reflection from the Diary of St. Faustina. 
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Offering of the Precious Blood for Priests 

This chaplet of reparation and interces-
sion is meant to be prayed on an ordi-
nary five decade rosary. 
 
Incline (+) unto my aid, O God; O 
Lord, make haste to help me. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. Alleluia. (After Septuagesima: 
Praise be to Thee, O Lord, King of 
eternal glory.) 
 
On the Our Father beads: 
Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Pre-
cious Blood of Thy Beloved Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb 

without blemish or spot (1 Peter 1:19) in reparation 
for my sins and for the sins of all Thy priests. 
 
On the Hail Mary beads: 
By Thy Precious Blood, O Jesus, purify and sanctify 
Thy priests. 
 
In place of the Glory be to the Father: 
O Father, from whom all fatherhood in heaven and 
on earth is named (Ephesians 3:14), have mercy on all 

Thy priests, and wash them in the Blood of the 
Lamb. 
 

+  +  + 
 
Remember to offer HOURS of ADORATION for 
priests and religious vocations. 
 

+  +  + 
 
Four hundred years ago, Our Lady of Good Suc-
cess, gave the following message for today to 
Mother Mariana de Jesus Torres in Quito, Ecuador. 
In order to restore the spirit of her priests Our Lady 
requested the following: 
 
“Pray constantly, implore tirelessly, and weep bitter tears 
in the seclusion of your heart, beseeching the Eucharistic 
Heart of my Son to take pity on His ministers and to end 
as soon as possible these unhappy times…” 
 
Mary, Mother of Jesus Christ, Eternal High Priest, 
Mother of all priests, and our Mother, help us re-
spond generously to the Holy Spirit's request, 
through the voice of His Church, to offer up to God 
Eucharistic adoration for priests. Amen. 
 
— Fr. Kirby 

For the month of April, I have chosen to 
write about Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati. 
Pier Giorgio was born on April 6, 1901, in 
Turin, Italy to Adelaide Ametis and Alfredo 

Frassati. Alfredo founded the Italian newspaper “La Stampa” 
and was very influential in politics. Pier Giorgio was very holy 
from a young age. He joined the Apostleship of Prayer and the 
Marian Sodality. Pier Giorgio was granted permission to re-
ceive Holy Communion daily, a rarity at that time. 

 
Pier Giorgio had developed a deep life with 
God and he was never afraid to share it 
with others. It was from his close relation-
ship with God that Pope Saint John Paul II 
called him the “Man of the Eight Beati-
tudes.” He had a great love for the Eucha-
rist and for Our Blessed Mother. Pier 
Giorgio loved to serve the poor and he is 
very well known for his service to the 

poor. Pier Giorgio was also a very active member of the 
Catholic Action. 
 
Pier Giorgio was a very social Saint. He liked to go to the 
operas, mountain climbing, skiing, and even party with his 
friends. Eventually, Pier Giorgio entered the Third Order of 
Saint Dominic and took the name, Girolamo. Pier Giorgio 

Frassati died at the age of 24, on July 4, 1925, of Polio. His 
funeral was crowded with people, especially all the people he 
helped during his life. On May 20, 1990, His Holiness, Pope 
Saint John Paul II declared him Blessed. 
 
I think Blessed Pier Giorgio is a great model for Holiness for 
all peoples. Also, I think we can imitate Blessed Pier Giorigo’s 
life by doing some small act 
of charity, and strive to be 
humble. Furthermore, I 
believe that Blessed Pier 
Giorgio teaches us to live a 
happy and a good life. Also, 
he shows us by his life that 
we too are called to be 
happy by living the Beati-
tudes like he did. I encour-
age all of you as we ap-
proach Easter to really 
focus on living the Eight 
Beatitiudes. God Bless you 
all and Happy Easter. 
 
Written by Jake Snyder with 
some information taken from: 
www.frassatiusa.org. 

Corner 

Ja
ke
’s 

by Father Mark Daniel Kirby, OSB   (vultuschristi.org)  

Congratulations to Jake Snyder on 
receiving the Sacrament of Confir-
mation! Jake chose Solanus Casey 
as his confirmation name. 
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Dear Padre Pio Spiritual Children, 

 

The Padre Pio Prayer Group of Cleveland has been blessed by 

so many Holy priests for Mass, pilgrimages and the Sacra-

ment of Reconciliation. The lectures and witnesses from 

many guests have helped us grow closer to Jesus, Mother 

Mary, the Saints and Angels. The Church should always value 

the transformative power of faith-filled laity who are willing 

to serve the Gospel. We need well–formed lay people, ani-

mated by a sincere and clear faith, whose life has been 

touched by the personal and merciful love of Jesus Christ. We 

need people who are willing to take risks, Catholics who will 

get their hands dirty and who are not afraid. We need lay 

people with a vision of the future, not confined to the little 

things in life. The church needs lay people who will surrender, 

people who do not have their own agenda, but God’s Divine 

Will. Our Baptism makes each one of the lay faithful a mis-

sionary disciple of the Lord. Through our Padre Pio Prayer 

Group, I pray that we are accom-

plishing this and continue to grow 

Holier for God. 

 

By sharing our faith, love and 

meals with each other, we have 

become a family community. It is 

wonderful to be around people 

who love Jesus. Many spiritual 

and physical healings have taken 

place by the power of prayer 

through the intercession of our 

Spiritual Father Padre Pio. He takes our requests to Jesus and 

Mother Mary. We have brought back some of the devotions 

that have been forgotten along the way. We have 

been able to give to various charities, such as Wom-

ankind, the homeless under the bridges, and others 

who are less fortunate than us, through all of your 

generosity. We have also been able to initiate and 

help new Padre Pio Prayer Groups throughout the 

world. 

 

With all of these blessings, we have grown in the 

last 6 years, from 40 to 639 spiritual members! And 

because of all these special blessings and graces, we 

have outgrown our hospitality space. The last few months 

have been full with approximately 20 to 30 people standing. 

It is a great problem to have because it means we are grow-

ing and doing something right. 

 

So with that all being said, we will be moving to Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Church, 9080 Shepard Road, Macedonia OH 

44056. It is 3.5 miles away (9 minutes driving time.) I am so 

grateful to Fr. Ralph Wiatrowski and St. Barnabas Church for 

all the love and support they have given us. It truly hurts my 

heart to have to move, but there is no logistic alternative for 

us to continue to meet at St. Barnabas. This will be the last 

meeting here. Fr. Bill Browne and Fr. Ed Janoch will continue 

to spiritually lead and bless us as Chaplains. 

 

Fr. Kevin Shemuga, Pastor of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and his 

parish are welcoming us with open arms. The church and 

facilities are all on one floor. We are working on a permanent 

indoor shrine in the church for Padre Pio. We discussed fu-

ture goals of the Padre Pio Prayer Group, including a pilgrim-

age outdoor shrine. It is all good and providential. Please 

keep our group in your daily prayer during this transition. 

 

So with hope and enthusiasm, I invite you to our 1
st

 Padre Pio 

gathering at Our Lady of Guadalupe. It will be on May 4
th

, 

beginning with the Rosary and 

prayers at 8am followed by 

Mass and May crowning at 

8:30am. Refreshments and a 

live media drama of the “Life & 

Times of Mother Angelica”, 

presented by Joan Kuczek, will 

follow. May God bless you and 

have a Holy Easter! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cindy Russo, OFS 

Group Leader 

Important Note from Our Group Leader 

 



WEBSITE:  WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG      CONTACT US:  INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG 

FACEBOOK:  WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND      TWITTER:  @PADREPIOCLEVEOH 

KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS 
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list. 

Bernadine Antonio 

Carol Basek 

Jack Bolton 

Mike Bradley 

Tom Bruno 

Sue Cleary 

Catlin Dean 

Christine DeMauro 

Vincent DeVentura 

Kelly Morici Diaz 

Bob Dodds 

Tim Doherty 

Steve Fiata 

Robert Franko Sr. 

Louise Frein 

Richard Frein 

Kathleen Graham 

Helen Husky 

Ray King 

Virginia Kovacina 

Carol Kriebl 

Cookie Laba 

Lori Landfear 

Laura Lang 

Bishop Richard Lennon 

Jennifer Minniti 

Joe Morici 

Peggy Pongracz 

Abbot C. Schwartz OSB 

Rita Slivka 

Joe Trapani 

Pray for All Souls in Purgatory 

†   OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF OUR RECENTLY DECEASED   † 

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET, LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of April! 

What Stone Is Blocking Your Path to Jesus? 
Jesus rose from the dead! Death is not the end. It is only the door to beyond. Let us not allow the resur-

rection of Jesus to have to fight for room in our lives; let Jesus’ death and resurrection be the center of 

our lives. We had been waiting for this moment for thousands of years. The Old Testament shows us that 

history was working out God’s plan but the highpoint in God’s plan for us was the resurrection. Easter is 

the greatest celebration of the Church. Jesus’ resurrection reminds us that there is life beyond the grave. 

His resurrection reminds us that there is more to each of us 

than meets the eye, that we have an immortal soul. Although 

our body will return to dust, our soul will live forever with 

God. 

 

One of the things all the resurrection accounts have in com-

mon is the stone rolled back from the entrance to the tomb. 

Have you allowed a stone to prevent you from meeting the 

risen Jesus? Have you allowed the stone of becoming en-

grossed in what you have and own and what others have and 

own to block your way to Jesus? We are adopted as God’s son 

or daughter on the day we were baptized. If you are not living 

like a son or daughter of God, roll away the stone. If you are not happy, that is a sure sign that the stone 

needs to be rolled away in your life. If you knew the risen Jesus, you would have such joy in your heart 

that nothing else could give you! 


