
UPCOMING  

EVENTS :  

Sep 7 - 

Padre Pio Prayer 

Group Gathering 

beginning with  

Rosary at 8:00 AM 

and Mass at 8:30 AM, 

Our Lady of  

Guadalupe Church, 

9080 Shepard Rd, 

Macedonia 

 

Check the online 
Community Bulletin 
Board on our  
website to view  
upcoming events  
in the area 

Sep 23 - 

St. Padre Pio’s  

Feast Day 

Sep 28 - 

BUY YOUR  

TICKETS NOW! 

Padre Pio Pilgrimage 

Shrine “Fun”draiser 

from 6-11PM,  

Birchwood Banquet 

and Party Center, 

7540 Northfield Rd, 

Walton Hills 

THE PADRE PIO 

PRAYER GROUP  

of Cleveland 
 

Spiritual Director:  

Fr. Edward J. Janoch 
 

Chaplains:  

Fr. William E. Browne 

Fr. Kevin C. Shemuga 
 

Group Leader:  

Cindy Russo, OFS 

St. Padre Pio Prayer 
Group Newsletter 

How Can We Refuse? 

V O L U M E  7 ,  I S S U E  8  

August is the month of the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary. Devotion to the Immacu-

late Heart is then, a devotion to a living 

woman, to Mary the Mother of God. If we 

ask why the 

special title of 

Imm aculate 

Heart is im-

portant, Mary 

might reply, 

“Because the 

heart is the 

symbol of 

love and the 

seat of all 

other affec-

tions. I want 

to be a ‘heart’ 

for you: with 

my Mother’s 

love joined to 

yours I want 

to help you 

return in your limited way the unbounded 

love which God the Father shows you 

through His Son and mine, Jesus Christ. I 

am the Immaculate Heart because through 

the gracious privilege of God I am without 

sin. This title of mine also reminds you 

how important it is to avoid sin in your 

own life. As a dark cloud shuts off the light 

of the sun so the cloud of sin shuts off the 

light of God’s grace from you. By showing 

my Immaculate Heart surrounded and 

pierced with thorns, I remind those who 

love me to remove those thorns by your 

acts of reparation offered to my Heart.” 

 

You make this reparation in three ways:  

(1) Prayer, especially the daily rosary, 

meditating on the mysteries. (2) Making 

sacrifices for sinners, remembering that 

you, too, are a sinner and in making up for 

your sins, using the sacrament of penance 

regularly. (3) Adoring our Lord in 

the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

This imagined reply of Mary is 

based on what actually happened 

to prepare the Fatima Children to 

live Mary’s message to them. In 

our age, people are obsessed with 

material things and pleasure of 

the flesh. Jacinta wondered what 

were the sins that caused so 

many to fall into hell? Mary re-

plied that it was the sins of the 

flesh. Mary awakened the young 

hearts of the children of Fatima of 

a longing for the eternal beauty of 

heaven. Mary said: “My Immacu-

late Heart is the way that will lead 

you to God.” The simple program 

of prayer, sacrifice and adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament offered in union with 

the intentions of the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary, is the way to lead you to God. How 

can we refuse? 
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O Immaculate Heart of Mary, refuge 
of sinners ,I beg of you by the infinite 
merits of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 

and by the graces God has granted to 
you since your Immaculate Concep-
tion, the grace of never going astray 

again. Mother, keep me, a sinner, 
constantly bathed in the light of your 

Immaculate Heart. Amen. 
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F R .  E D W A R D  J .  J A N O C H ,  S P I R I T U A L  D I R E C T O R  

“Follow the saints, because those who follow them will become saints.” ― Pope St. Clement I 

 

 

I have always enjoyed this quote of St. Clement, for I desire to become a saint myself.  I have had, since I was a 

young boy, a great admiration and veneration for the Saints.  Like St. Ignatius of Loyola, I wanted to play sports, 

but my mother told me that I would get hurt, so she said to read a book instead.  I found a few books on the Saints 

at home and have been hooked ever since.  I remember buying from my parish’s book rack a 

book entitled, “In Garments, All Red.”  This book was about St. Maria Goretti.  This book 

made a deep impression on me and the Saints have become a part of my life.  Like all of us, 

the Saints included, struggle with the attachments of the worldly, while striving for the heav-

enly.  We strive to be more like the Saints.  Yet how can we be more like the Saints if we do 

not read and learn about those Saints that are a part of the Church Triumphant.  Some will say, 

why should we follow the Saints; they are dead.  They do not understand that they are not 

dead, but alive in a way that we will only experience when we die and are presented to the 

Lord.  They live forever in the presence of God.  Many of the Saints would quote that they 

were inspired by the Saints who had gone before them.  It is the same for us, we need to be 

inspired by the Saints who have gone before us.  Why should the following of the Saints be a 

goal for us?  It is the Saints who were imitators of their loving Savior, Jesus Christ.  They 

imitated Christ in their time and place on earth to be examples for the people of their time and 

for us who follow after them.  The Saints consist of all aspects of our human condition, rich 

and poor, young and old, servants and royalty, single and married, well-educated and simple-

minded, great sinners and holy people, cradle Catholics and converts, well respected and greatly misunderstood, 

clergy and laity; etc.  No time or age has never been absent of Saints. 

 

You may be saying, why bring up the Saints in August, is not the month of November the month for Saints?  Well, 

that is true, but All Saints Day is the day we remember all Saints, canonized and non-canonized.  While in August, 

almost every day we remember a canonized Saint(s).  August is filled with Saints that can help us.  Here are a few 

of them. 

 

August 1st St. Alphonsus Ligori: Patron of Theologians 

August 4th St. John Vianney: Patron of all priests, parish priests 

August 7th St. Cajetan: Patron of workers, gamblers, job seekers, unemployed people 

August 8th St. Dominic: Founder of the Dominicans and Patron of Astronomers, astronomy, falsely accused 

people 

August 9th St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross 

August 10th St. Lawrence: Martyr and Patron of Rome, students, miners, tanners, chefs, poor, firefighters 

August 11th St. Philomena: Patroness of infants, babies, and youth 

August 11th St. Clare: Foundress of the Poor Clares and Patroness of eye disease, goldsmiths, laundry, television 

August 14th St. Hippolytus: Patron of horses, prison guards, prison officers, prison workers 

August 14th St. Maximillian Kolbe: Patron of drug addicts, prisoners, families, and the pro-life movement 

August 15th The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Faithful follower of her Son Jesus Christ and a re-

minder of our reward for being a faith follower of Christ 

August 16th St. Stephen of Hungary: Patron of Hungary and brought the Catholic Faith to Hungary 

August 18th St. Helen: Patroness of new discoveries [The Holy Cross] 

August 21st St. Pius X, Pope: Devotion to and promoter of the Holy Eucharist 

August 23rd St. Rose of Lima: Patroness of embroiderers, gardeners, florists, those who suffer ridicule for their 

piety, and people who suffer family problems 

August 24th St. Bartholomew, Apostle 

August 25th St. Louis of France: Patron of Third 

Order of St. Francis, France, French 

monarchy, hairdressers 

August 27 St. Monica: Patroness of wives and 

abuse victims 

August 28th St. Augustine, Doctor of the 

Church: Patron of brewers 

August 30th St. Jeanne Jugan: Foundress of The 

Little Sisters of the Poor and Pa-

troness of the destitute elderly 

 

If we imitate the Saints, we imitate Christ, for the 

Saints imitated Christ. 

 

Your brother in Christ,  
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Although some believers are deadly serious, most saints 

were not. Most of the saints were men and women 

whom others wanted to be around. Otherwise how else 

would they have founded all those religious orders? We 

love to be around people with a sense of humor. Joy, 

humor and laughter are constant threads through the 

lives of many of the saints, disproving the stereotype of 

the sour, de-

p r e s s e d , 

grumpy saints. 

Traditionally, 

we relate to 

saints as pa-

trons or com-

panions. We 

ask for saint’s 

help, for his or 

her prayers in 

heaven, just 

like you would ask a friend on earth for prayers. Those 

prayers are called intercessory prayers. The companion 

saint provides us with a model of Christian life which we 

can follow on the path to holiness. So we can look to 

them as examples of those who led joyful, laughter-

filled lives. 

 

Padre Pio had a great sense 

of humor. He once quoted 

“Serve the Lord with laugh-

ter.” He at night would sit 

with the friars and share a 

few witty jokes. Once a man 

came up to him and said “I 

don’t believe in hell.” He 

replied “You will when you 

get there.” 

 

The happiness of saints 

flows from their closeness to God and from their per-

spective on life that their faith brought them. They have 

lived out their heartfelt desire to follow God and so 

they find joy. There are so many saint stories of their 

lightheartedness, child-like playfulness, or sheer sense 

of joy. A zestful spirit! Humor opens our minds. When 

we laugh, we release endorphin which helps us to relax. 

Psychologists say that when we relax and feel less 

threatened, we are more able to listen, learn and be 

creative. Humor is a tool for humility when we can tell 

jokes about ourselves to deflate our egos. All of us can 

get puffed up at times, and humor is a good way for 

people to remind themselves of their basic humanity, 

their essential poverty of spirit. 

 

Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos spoke of 

“Holy Hilarity” as a tool for spreading 

the gospel. For believers, humor shows 

your trust in God, who will ultimately 

make all things well. Joy reveals faith. 

St. Katharine Drexel said “Just attract 

them by joy in order to lead them to 

its source, the Heart of Jesus.” St. 

Philip Neri said, “A heart filled with joy 

is more easily made perfect then one 

that is sad.” Saintly humor continues 

up until modern times. 

St. Pope John XXIII’s fa-

mous joke came when a 

journalist innocently 

asked him, “Your holi-

ness, how many people 

work in the Vatican?” 

Pope John paused, 

thought it over, and said 

“About half of them.” 

 

Joy, humor and laughter 

should be a part of eve-

ryone’s spiritual life. 

These are gifts from God and help us to enjoy creation. 

If our lives on earth provide us with a taste of heaven, 

then we may assume heaven includes laughing with 

friends and families, finally relieved of any of the painful 

burdens of our physical bodies, sharing our happiness 

with the Saints and Angels, in the company of our loving 

God, who has prepared a place of eternal joy for us. 

God awaits us in joy with joy. People will say, “I want 

what he or she has.” So be joyful. Use your sense of hu-

mor. And laugh with God who smiles when seeing you, 

rejoices over your very existence, and takes delight in 

you, all the days of your life. 

Joy Is a Gift from God 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 9  
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What a beautiful July meeting our Prayer Group had. The 
witness of the power of prayer from young Joseph Kelly and 
his mom Pam and dad 
Steve was inspirational. 
God hears our prayers. 
Through the interces-
sion of Padre Pio and 
many prayer warriors, 
Joseph was healed from 
E. coli bacteria. Our 
guest speaker Jake Sny-
der from “Jake’s Cor-
ner” was delightful. His 
love for the saints and 
the church gives us 
hope for the future of 
our Church. We will 
continue to keep Jake’s 
vocational call to priest-
hood in our prayers. 
 
Our EWTN pilgrimage is being postponed. Perhaps in the 
spring due to lack of bus transportation availability this fall. 
Other suggestions for pilgrimages are to go to Divine Mercy 
in Stockbridge, MA and the Padre Pio Foundation of America 
in Cromwell, CT. 
 
The “Fun”draiser committee has been meeting and being very 
productive. We are asking everyone to help in some way for 
the Music Bingo “Fun”draiser. Tickets must be sold and 
money received by the September meeting. The caterer 
needs an exact count for the dinner a few weeks before the 
event. No ticket sales at the door. Thank you to all who have 
donated and participated in helping this “Fun”draiser. The 
Pilgrimage Padre Pio Shrine will start to become a reality with 
the success of this event. We should be a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization by September. 
 

We have had several requests to help start two more Padre 
Pio Prayer Groups. As Spiritual Children of St. Pio, it is our 
responsibility to assist others in growing in holiness. I am in 
gratitude that God trusts in our guidance to increase Prayer 
Groups all over the world. The newsletter we write is shared 
with most of the Padre Pio Prayer Groups and the world 
through our website. Phillip Keller reproduced part of the 
podcast I did about my encounter with Padre Pio. It can be 
found at http://touchedbyheaven.net episode 68 called: 
“You’re the Bomb”. 
 
I will end with some quotes from our beloved Spiritual Fa-
ther: 
 
“Do not tire yourself over things that cause anxiety, preoccu-
pation and worry. Only one thing is necessary: to lift up your 
spirit and love God.” 
 
“Walk cheerfully and with a sincere and open heart as much 
as you can, and when you cannot always maintain holy joy, at 
least do not lose heart 
or trust in God.” 
 
“Be cheerful. Jesus will 
take care of everything. 
Let us trust in Jesus and 
our heavenly Mother, 
and everything will work 
out well.” 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cindy Russo, OFS 
Group Leader 

Dear Spiritual Brothers and Sisters of Padre Pio 

We are in need of boys shorts for a Kenya mission in Africa: lightweight with elastic, 

size 3 to 16. Watch for store sales, yard sales, thrift stores, or just cleaning out your 

drawers. We also need NEW boys and girls underwear, all sizes. Bring your donation 

to our August meeting or a future meeting as this is a year-long project. 

Kenya Mission 
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Prayers for Priests 
St. John Vianney (1786 –1859) is the patron 
saint of parish priests and his feast day is 
August 4. His parish was in Ars, France. He 
often spent between 12 and 16 hours a day 
hearing confessions from his parishioners as 
well as from many who traveled specifically 
to confess to him. “If there were three such 
priests as you, my kingdom would be 
ruined!” were the words the evil one said 
to St. John Vianney. In honor of St. John 
Vianney’s exceptional ministry, may we 
always remember to pray for our priests. 
 

 

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS 
(from Our Lady of Prompt Succor Catholic Church  

in Sulphur, Louisiana) 
 
We thank you, God our Father, for those who have 
responded to your call to priestly ministry. Accept 
this prayer we offer on their behalf:  
 
Fill your priests with the sure knowledge of your 
love.  
Open their hearts to the power and consolation of 
the Holy Spirit.  
Lead them to new depths of union with your Son.  
Increase in them profound faith in the Sacraments 
they celebrate as they nourish, strengthen and heal 
us. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, grant that these, your priests,  
may inspire us to strive for holiness by the power of 
their example, as men of prayer who ponder your 
word and follow your will. 
 
O Mary, Mother of Christ and our mother, guard 
with your maternal care these chosen ones, so dear 
to the Heart of your Son.  

Intercede for our priests that, offering the Sacrifice 
of your Son, they may be conformed more each day 
to the image of your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  Amen.  
 
 
Whenever we attend Mass, let us remember 
to pray for the priest at the altar and all 
priests, asking God to bless them and make 
them holy. Here is a prayer to pray as the 
priest receives Holy Communion: 
 
O Lord, may Thou find shelter and rest gently within the 
heart of Thy priest ________. Make him, O Lord, a 
priest according to Thy heart: meek, humble, and zeal-
ous, so that all he does will be for Thine honor and glory. 
Mold him into a man of prayer and labor, insensible to 
earthly things, and sensible only to Thy love and to the 
graces of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
Without priests we would have no Eucharist 
and without the Eucharist we would have no 
priests. We would not have the Real Presence 
of Jesus Christ in our churches and there 
would be no Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
 
There is a saying by Dom Jean-Baptiste Chau-
tard that explains why we need priests who 
live a life of sanctity: 
 
If the priest is a saint, the people will be fervent; 
if the priest is fervent, the people will be pious; 
if the priest is pious, the people will at least be decent; 
if the priest is only decent, the people will be godless. 
The spiritual generation is always one-degree less intense 
in its life than the one who begets it in Christ. 
 
-- Dom Jean-Baptiste Chautard, O.C.S.O. The Soul of the 
Apostolate, p. 39 

Without 
priests we 

would have 
no Eucharist 

and  
without the 
Eucharist we 
would have 
no priests. 

Here is a prayer that many of us can relate to: 

 

St. Monica Prayer 

St. Monica, 

I need your prayers. 

You know exactly how I'm feeling because you once felt it yourself. 

I'm hurting, hopeless, and in despair. 

I desperately want my child to return to Christ in his Church but I can't do it alone. 

I need God's help. 

Please join me in begging the Lord's powerful grace to flow into my child's life. 

Ask the Lord Jesus to soften his/her heart, prepare a path for his/her conversion, 

and activate the Holy Spirit in his/her life.  Amen. 
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NO TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR! 



WEBSITE:  WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG      CONTACT US:  INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG 

FACEBOOK:  WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND      TWITTER:  @PADREPIOCLEVEOH 

KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS 
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list. 

Bernadine Antonio 

Carol Basek 

Caitlin Blaydes 

Jack Bolton 

Dr. Biagio Boytim 

Jan Boczek 

Mike Bradley 

Bill Bray 

Rocco Bray 

Tom Bruno 

Mario Brushi 

Norman Burkket 

Sue Cleary 

Brian D’Ambrose 

Catlin Dean 

Christine DeMauro 

Vincent DeVentura 

Kelly Morici Diaz 

Bob Dodds 

Tim Doherty 

Steve Fiata 

Louise Frein 

Richard Frein 

Kathleen Graham 

Heather Gunde 

Valerie Hawkins 

Helen Husky 

Ray King 

Virginia Kovacina 

Carol Kriebl 

Cookie Laba 

Lori Landfear 

Laura Lang 

Bishop Richard Lennon 

Carol Limming 

Dave Limming 

Shirley Marsh 

Jennifer Minniti 

Joe Morici 

Florence Palmer 

Peggy Pongracz 

Susie Sawyer 

Abbot C. Schwartz OSB 

Joe Trapani 

Beth Whelan 

Nancy Youel, member of our Prayer Group 

†   OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF OUR RECENTLY DECEASED   † 

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET, LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of August! 

For the month of August, 
I am writing about Saint 
Maximillian Maria Kolbe, 
Conventual Franciscan 
Martyr, and founder of 

the Militia of the Immaculata. Saint Maximil-
ian Maria Kolbe was born Raymond Kolbe 
on January 8, 1894 in Zduńska-Wola, Po-
land. Growing up his mother, Maria Dab-
rowska instilled in him a great love for the 
Blessed Mother. He said the Rosary, Ange-
lus, and the Litany of Our Lady daily. Even though he had a great 
devotion to the Blessed Mother, he was mischievous. Saint Maximil-
lian Maria Kolbe’s mother worried about what was to come of her 
child. Young Raymond Kolbe wondered the same question. When he 
presented this question to the Blessed Mother, he had a vision. Saint 
Maximillian Maria Kolbe saw the Blessed Mother holding two crowns 
- one red and one white representing the crown of Martyrdom and 
the crown of Sanctity. The Blessed Mother asked which crown he 
would like, young Raymond said that he wanted both - this foreshad-
owed the life and death of this great Saint. 
 
When he was thirteen years old, he felt called to join the Conventual 
Franciscans after hearing two Friars preach at his Parish Church in 
1907. Soon, Raymond and his brother, Francis, entered the Franciscan 
Minor Seminary at Lwów. At the Minor Seminary, Raymond deepened 
his Faith and wanted all means of Sanctity. He was always obedient to 
his superiors and did what he was told immediately. He was always 
very prayerful and spent many hours in front of Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament. He continued to grow in his devotion and love for the 
Blessed Mother. On September 4, 1910, Raymond Kolbe entered the 
Novitiate of the Conventual Franciscans taking the name Friar Maxi-
millian Maria Kolbe. 
 
Friar Maximillian Maria was sent to Rome for his further theological 
studies and he was on fire with love for the Blessed Mother. Friar 
Maximillian Maria wanted to be like Christ and bring the Triumph of 

the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the World. He saw that there was only 
one way to complete the Triumph of the Sacred Heart and that was 
through the Blessed Mother, the Immaculata. He wanted to form a 
movement that its members work to bring the Triumph of the Sacred 
Heart through the Blessed Mother while totally consecrating oneself 
to the Blessed Mother. After obtaining permission from his Conven-
tual Franciscan Superiors in Rome, he formed the Knights of the Im-
maculate, or more commonly known as the Militia of the Immaculata 
(M.I), on the eve of October 16, 1917. In 1919 he established the City 
of the Immaculate. It was a place of devotion to the Blessed Mother 
and was called a “City” because there were around eight-hundred 
Friars. At the City of the Immaculate, he founded a printing press 
which printed thousands of books and newspapers. Saint Maximillian 
Maria even went to Japan to establish a City of the Immaculate. 
 
On February 17, 1941 he was arrested by the Nazis for the second 
time, after being released from the Nazis on December 8, 1939, and 
transferred to Auschwitz Death Camp. In July of 1941, after a pris-
oner from the Saint’s barrack escaped, to prevent another escape, the 
Nazi officers chose ten men to go to the starvation barrack. After 
hearing a man shout “my poor wife; my poor children”, Saint Maximil-
lian Maria Kolbe volunteered to take that man’s place. After two 
weeks in the starvation barrack, on the eve of the Feast of the As-
sumption, August 14, 1941, he was killed through a lethal injection. 
Saint Maximillian Maria Kolbe was Canonized as a Martyr on October 
10, 1982, by His Holiness, Pope Saint John Paul II. 
 
I think that Saint Maximillian Maria Kolbe is a wonderful Saint and he 
is truly an inspiration. He is a model of how a true child of Mary 
should be. As being a Knight of the Immaculate myself, I must always 
be aware that everything I do is a reflection of the Blessed Mother. 
 
 
Written by: Jake Snyder 
 
Source:  “Biography.” St. Maximilian Kolbe, Franciscans of the Immaculate, saint-
maximiliankolbe.com/biography/ 
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