
U P C O M I N G  

E V E N T S :  

Sep 23 - 

St. Padre Pio’s  

Feast Day Celebra-

tion with Rosary at 

6:00 PM, Mass at 

6:30 PM, Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Church 

Sep 28 - 

NO TICKETS 

SOLD AT DOOR! 

Padre Pio Pilgrimage 

Shrine “Fun”draiser 

at Birchwood Ban-

quet and Party Cen-

ter, Walton Hills 

Oct 5 - 

Padre Pio Prayer 

Group Gathering 

beginning with  

Rosary at 8:00 AM 

and Mass at 8:30 AM, 

Our Lady of  

Guadalupe Church, 

9080 Shepard Rd, 

Macedonia 

 

Check the online  
Community Bulletin 

Board on our website to 
view upcoming events in 
the area 

Sep 14 - 

Start “9 Day Novena 

to St. Pio of  Pietrel-

cina” (see page 5) 

THE PADRE PIO 

PRAYER GROUP  

of Cleveland 
 

Spiritual Director:  

Fr. Edward J. Janoch 
 

Chaplains:  

Fr. William E. Browne 

Fr. Kevin C. Shemuga 
 

Group Leader:  

Cindy Russo, OFS 

St. Padre Pio Prayer 
Group Newsletter 

50th Anniversary of Our Prayer Group 
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Padre Pio was born in the town of Pietrelcina on 
May 25, 1887. He entered the Capuchins in 1902 
and was ordained a priest in 1910. God gave him the 
stigmata eight years later as well as the gift of biloca-
tion and an extraordinary ability to read people’s 
hearts. 
 
Understanding the value and need to pray always, 
Padre Pio accepted the repeated pleas of Pope Pius 
XII and encouraged the faithful to gather in groups 
to pray according to the intentions of the Holy Fa-
ther. In 1947, at Padre Pio’s invitation, Prayer 
Groups were spontaneously springing up and taking 
on a more stable form; 
their sole desire was to 
pray and pray together. 
They were the forerun-
ners of the Prayer Groups 
we know today. They be-
gan as a support for the 
Casa Sollievo della Soffer-
enza (House for the Relief 
of Suffering), and as a re-
sponse to Padre Pio’s ap-
peal: “Never grow weary 
of praying. This is essential. 
Prayer penetrates the 
heart of God and obtains 
the graces needed… 
Without prayer, our 
House for the Relief of Suffering is somewhat like a 
plant without air and sun.” 
 
Before his death on September 23, 1968, Padre Pio 
gave a special blessing to the Prayer Groups, the 
sick, and all of his spiritual children. There were 
many representatives from around the world gath-
ered at San Giovanni Rotondo to celebrate the fifti-
eth anniversary of the day on which Padre Pio re-
ceived the visible Stigmata – September 20, 1968. It 
seemed an act of Providence that this great mass of 
people, for whom Padre Pio had been an instrument 
of Divine Providence in their journey back to the 
Lord, should have been present to receive his last 
blessing and attend his funeral. 
 
The Padre Pio Prayer Group of Cleveland is cele-
brating 50 years, founded by Sister Jeanne Marie 
Glorioso in 1969. She worked on the cause for his 
beatification and canonization in San Giovanni. We 

have been blessed with 684 faith-filled members. 
We are registered as one of the largest Padre Pio 
Prayer Groups in the world today. Not only are we 
prayer warriors but we practice the Corporal 
Works of Mercy, evangelize, teach Catholic Doc-
trines and pray for vocations. We are one big family. 
 
Padre Pio was canonized on June 16, 2002. At the 
canonization, Pope St. John Paul II offered a prayer 
to him, which began “Teach us, we pray, humility of 
heart, so that we may be counted among the little 
ones of the Gospel to whom the Father promised 
to reveal the mysteries of His Kingdom.” It ended: 

“Accompany us on our earthly pilgrimage toward 
the blessed Homeland, where we too, hope to ar-
rive to contemplate forever the Glory of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Padre Pio’s influence continues to this day. In the 
spirit of our holy founder, the Prayer Groups of 
Padre Pio and his Spiritual Children throughout the 
world continue to respond to the words of Our 
Lord: Truly I say to you, ask and it will be given to 
you, seek and you will find, knock and it will opened 
to you…If you ask anything of the Father in my 
name He will give it to you.” Let us remember that 
our prayers, like incense, rise to God. Let us ask for 
the grace to live in God’s will and to be instruments 
of God’s peace and love to those whom we encoun-
ter on life’s journey. 
 
St. Padre Pio, Pray for Us! 
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F R .  E D W A R D  J .  J A N O C H ,  S P I R I T U A L  D I R E C T O R  

“We must keep the eye of faith fixed on Jesus Christ who climbs the hill of 

Calvary loaded with his Cross, and as he toils painfully up the steep slope of 

Golgotha we should see him followed by an immense throng of souls carry-

ing their own crosses and treading the same path. Oh, what a beautiful 

sight this is. Let us fix our mental gaze firmly on it. We see close behind 

Jesus our most holy Mother, who follows him perfectly, loaded 

with her own cross. Then comes the Apostles, Martyrs, Doctors, 

Virgins and Confessors. . . Jesus himself, despite all our unwor-

thiness, has associated us with this beautiful company. We must 

make every effort to merge ourselves increasingly in these ranks 

and hasten with them along the road to Calvary. We should look 

to the end of the journey and not separate ourselves from this 

fine company; we must refuse to follow any other way than the 

one they tread.” 
— St. Pio of Pietrelcina 

 

As I have been reflecting on the above quote from St. Pio, I come to see the 

truth of the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross that we celebrate on 

September 14th.  What we see is not just the sacrifice of Jesus the Christ on 

the Cross, but also the results that makes the Cross Holy.  The Cross is 

Holy because it has freed all of humanity from their sins and the conse-

quences of those sins, which is death.  We learn to carry our cross because 

Jesus Our Savior has done it first.  What I like also about this quote is that the Blessed Virgin 

Mary also takes her cross and faithfully follows her Son.  Then the holy ones, the Saints fol-

low Jesus and Mary.  These witnesses urge us forward to carry our cross, just as they did and 

they will also help us to carry our cross for they love us as God loves us.  They all want us to 

be with them in Heaven.  This is the only way to eternal life.  Any other way will only lead to 

eternal death.  The world tells us that we do not need to carry our Cross.  The world, marred 

by the Evil One who brought evil into the world, wants us to abandon the Cross.  The Cross is 

seen by the Evil One as a restriction to freedom.  The Cross is a burden, a hindrance, a pre-

venter of living a life free from all pain, suffering, struggles, and injuries.  Yet the Cross is a 

contradiction to what the world and the Evil One believes it to be.  The Cross is a relief, a joy, 

an act of True Love.  We are called, as Jesus did, to embrace the cross, not to run away from 

it.  For in suffering, we find the strength and the wisdom to what is truly real; God who is 

Love itself.  All the Saints embraced the Cross, some of them even have the Cross as a part of 

their name:  St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, St. Paul of the Cross, St. John of the Cross, just 

to name a few.  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross is just that, an 

exaltation of joining our cross to that of Jesus’ Cross.  In doing 

so, we will be able to carry our cross.  We will find that the yoke 

[cross] is easy and the burden is light.  The Victory is ours if we 

only join ourselves to the first Victor of the Cross, Jesus the 

Christ.  Lord by Your Holy Cross, You have redeemed the world.  

 

While away in 2018, I had come to the realization of the cross 

that I did not know that I had; how I was not carrying it.  I was 

trying to sooth myself with the things of this world.  I discovered 

that it is only through Jesus and my offering of myself to Him, I 

learned of this cross and how it is not a fear, but a joy.  I have 

found my love and my life.  Cor ad cor loquitur:  Heart speaks to 

heart.  

 

Your brother in Christ. 
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Return to simplicity when trouble and life become too com-

plicated. Focus on one thing only–His Mercy and Will in that 

single moment. Don’t look back to try to see past. One thing 

at a time and all will be well. Nothing can occur outside of the 

will of God. How simple can it get? The safest place to be at 

all times, particularly at times of violence, insanity, depres-

sion, moral confusion, is in the Will of God. Remain humble 

and receptive, and He will make himself known. Pray: “Thy 

kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.” Complexity rules where an 

element is divided or made up of many parts. The closer to 

one that we can get, the simpler we are One God, One desire. 

A heart focused and centered on God. One Will. Simplicity of 

heart is purity of heart. In order to focus, our inner simplicity 

can be assisted if we clean up and simplify our exterior life. 

Our world is confused, complex, divided, pitting father 

against son, husband against wife, political parties, etc. Unity 

is simplicity. What produces peace is simplicity of heart. 

 

Eliminate stress in your day. Create a morning routine that 

will influence the rest of your day in a positive manner. Write 

in a journal and read a scripture. Add prayerful meditation 

into your morning routine. Benefit: More peace and calm 

throughout your day. 

 

Complain less. Start being aware of how much complaining 

you do. When you catch yourself complaining stop immedi-

ately and say a prayer. Benefit: Increased appreciation and 

happiness. 

 

Say ‘yes’ less. Over 

extending yourself 

complicates your 

life. Learn to tell 

others no, when you 

don’t want to do 

something. Memo-

rize and repeat this 

line as needed, “No, 

that’s not going to 

work for me.” Pause 

for five seconds af-

terwards. You don’t 

owe anyone a reason or an excuse. Benefit: Increased self-

esteem, self-respect and more time to do what you love. 

 

Give less time to the media. Life is difficult enough without 

unnecessary negativity. Go on a media fast. If you’re afraid of 

being uninformed about current events, ask somebody, 

“What’s new?” If you can’t cut the media out completely, 

watch, read or listen to the news 

one day a week. Benefit: You’ll fear 

less about your future and spend 

more time living in the present, feel-

ing calm and peaceful. 

 

Spend less time online. Too much of 

anything isn’t a good thing. Learn to 

be present with the people in your 

life. When you eat dinner, your 

phones and computers aren’t in-

vited. Don’t work after a certain 

time each night. Everyone’s needs 

are different. Eliminate digital dis-

tractions and be more present with 

those you love. Benefit: Increased 

communication and intimacy in your 

main relationships. 

 

Want less. Learn how to love and 

want what you have. Instead of 

wanting more things, express grati-

tude for your ability to see, hear and 

breathe. Buy things for their usefulness rather than for their 

status. For example, most of us have no real need for more 

clothes. Stop buying the latest fashions. Buy only when new 

clothes are needed. Most closets are over stuffed. Instead of 

wanting a perfect body, appreciate the beating of your heart. 

Awareness increases abundance. 

Reject anything that is producing 

an addiction in you. Benefit: The 

ability to recognize you have 

everything you need and live a 

more meaningful life. 

 

Eliminate toxic relationships. Fill 

your life with people you love. If 

someone isn’t bringing you up 

they’re bringing you down. De-

tach and surrender the relation-

ships that aren’t working for 

you. To make this transition eas-

ier, silently repeat to yourself, “I 

bless you. I release you. I set you free. I allow you to be you 

and me to be me.” Benefit: Time and space for more health-

ier, meaningful and loving relationships allowing you be an 

imitation of Christ. 

 

St. Padre Pio lived every day. One God, One Desire. 

Simplify Your Heart: One God, One Desire 
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Dear Jesus, 
Release your 
peace in my 
heart. Help 
me to keep 

my life simple 
so I can  

always focus 
on you,  

without being 
distracted. 

And give me 
the strength 
to let go and 

surrender 
everything to 
you. Amen. 
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I hope you are starting to get back to a more normal routine as 
autumn approaches. September is a very busy month for our group. 
We will have a special Feast Day Celebration for Padre Pio on Sept. 
23. The Rosary will be at 
6pm followed by Mass at 
6:30pm at Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Church. This feast day 
celebration has been re-
quested by Centro Gruppi di 
Preghiera di San Pio da 
Pietrelcina in San Giovanni 
Rotondo. On that day we 
will be united with all the 
Padre Po Prayer Groups 
around the world. 
 
I thank our amazing witnesses of their “Good News” 
healing stories through the intercession of Padre Pio 
at our August meeting. God is so good! And it is 
always a pleasure when the seminarians come to 
visit. Keep praying for them. It is such a comfort to 
them knowing we are praying for their vocation. 
They are the future of the church. I know we all 
learned something new about our Catholic faith with 
the faith evaluation test and Greg Miller’s Catholic 
teaching. 
 
On Sept. 28 we will be having our Outdoor Pilgrim-
age Shrine “Fun”draiser. A great big thank you goes to the commit-
tee. They have met monthly, planning the success of this event. We 
appreciate all who have contributed to this event. All tickets and 
money must be handed in by September 7. 
 

I will be the Guest Speaker at the Magnificat Breakfast on Sept. 21 at 
Walsh University. For more info go to http://
magnificatstark.weebly.com/breakfast---92119.html . 

 
Another God occurrence happened to me. I have been pray-
ing for the answer to where we can go for a one day pilgrim-
age in October. I did not have to 
choose, Blessed Mother and St. Pio 
did! I visited the Sorrowful Mother 
Shrine with dear friends. Fr. Kramer 
approached me and we started to 
chat. He shared that they just installed 
a Padre Pio Statue at the shrine. He wanted to do something 
special for the dedication and blessing of the statue. The next 
thing I knew, on Oct. 13 we will be hosting a St. Padre Pio 

Day at the Shrine located in Bellevue, Ohio. The 
Rosary will be recited at 10:30am with Mass at 
11am. We are asking children to dress up as 
their favorite Saint and participated in the pro-
cession. There will be many activities throughout 
the day. The cafeteria will be open. A chartered 
bus will be leaving the Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church parking lot at 7:45am and returning at 
5pm. The cost is $25 per person. Sign-up sheets 
will be at our September meeting. For more 
details on this event check the flyer or visit our 
website at www.padrepiocleveland.org . 
 

I am so sorry this letter has so much information in it, but I needed 
to get it all out there. Pray, Hope and Don’t Worry! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cindy Russo, OFS, Group Leader 

Dear Padre Pio Spiritual Children 

St. Pio, teach us to pray with Humility so that we may be among 
the humble to whom the Father promised in the gospel to reveal 
the mysteries of His Kingdom. 
St. Pio, teach us tender devotion to Mary, Mother of Christ and 
our Mother. To you we entrust the request of presenting our souls 
to the Virgin of Grace to obtain eternal salvation from the Lord. 
St. Pio, you are our friend, consoler of our souls, and help of us 
sinners. You understand us so well, for you know what it means to 
suffer. To you we entrust our wellbeing and that of our loved ones. 
St. Pio, to you we entrust our spirit that we may endure the pains 
we carry in our heart. 
St. Pio, accompany us on our earthly pilgrimage towards the 
blessed Homeland, where we, too, hope to arrive to contemplate 
eternally the Glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
O glorious St. Pio, to you we entrust our plea of intercession to 
obtain from the Divine Goodness the graces which we so ardently 

desire. Welcome us under your protection, defend us from all evil, 
and above all, intercede for us before the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
so that through the forgiveness of sins we may persevere in doing 
good. Amen. 
 
O God, You gave St. Pio the great privilege of participating in a 
unique way in the passion of Your Son. Grant me, through the 
intercession of St. Pio the grace of…(Your Petition)…which I ar-
dently desire; and above all, grant me the grace to live in confor-
mity with the death of Jesus, to arrive at the glory of the resurrec-
tion. 
Glory be to the Father…(three times) 
Hail Holy Queen… 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place my trust in you. 
St. Joseph, foster father of Jesus, pray for us. 

9 Day Novena to St. Pio of Pietrelcina 
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Prayers for Priests and Seminarians 
We pray for our priests each day. We entrust 
them and those in the seminary, along with 
future vocations, to Our Lord and Our Lady. 

 
A MORNING OFFERING 
PRAYER FOR PRIESTS 
 
Divine Savior, Jesus Christ,  
Who have entrusted your 
work of redemption to the 
priests,  
Who take your place on earth,  
I offer You, through the hands 
of Your most holy Mother,  

for the sanctification of Your priests  
and future priests this whole day,  
all my prayers, works, joys,  
sacrifices and sufferings.  
Give us saintly priests.  
Grant to them apostolic hearts,  
filled with love for You  
and all the souls belonging to You,  
so that, being themselves sanctified in You,  
they may sanctify us who are entrusted to their 
care and bring us safely into Heaven.  
 
Loving Jesus,  
bless all their priestly work and sacrifice.  
Bless all their prayers and words at the altar  
and in the confessional, in the pulpit, in the 
school and at the sickbed.  
Call many young men to the priesthood and the 
monastic life.  
Protect and sanctify all who will become Your 
priests.  
And grant to the souls of the priests  
who have departed this life, eternal rest.  
 
Mary, Mother of all priests,  
take them under your special protection and 
lead them ever to the highest priestly sanctity. 
Amen. 
 
Source: Candle is Lighted, A by P. Stewart Craig, The Grail, 
Field End House, Eastcote, Middlesex, 1945. 
 

A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND 
PRAISE FOR PRIESTS 
 
Lord Jesus, You have chosen  
Your priests from among us  
and sent them out to proclaim  
Your word and to act in Your name.  
For so great a gift to Your Church,  
we give You praise and thanksgiving.  
We ask You to fill them with the fire of Your 
love, that their ministry may reveal Your  
presence in the Church.  
Since they are earthen vessels,  
we pray that Your power shine out  
through their weakness.  
In their afflictions let them never be crushed;  
in their doubts never despair;  
in temptation never be destroyed; 
in persecution never abandoned. 
 
Inspire them through prayer  
to live each day the mystery of  
Your dying and rising.  
In time of weakness, send them Your Spirit,  
and help them to praise Your heavenly Father 
and pray for poor sinners.  
By the same Holy Spirit,  
put Your word on their lips 
and Your love in their hearts,  
to bring good news to the poor  
and healing to the brokenhearted. 
And may the gift of Mary, Your mother,  
to the disciple whom You loved,  
be Your gift to every priest.  
Grant that she who formed You in her human 
image, may form them in Your Divine image,  
by the power of Your Spirit, to the glory of 
God the Father. Amen. 
 
[3 times] O Mary conceived without sin,  
pray for us who have recourse to you. 
 

Give us  
saintly  
priests. 

If you have not already done so, please pick up your name badge and keep 

it.  You are responsible for bringing it to each gathering.  Thank you. 

New Name Badge Procedure 
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It is not surprising that the Feast Days of St. Pio of Pietrelcina 

(Sept.23) and St. Michael the Archangel (Sept. 29) are within 

the same week. Both St. Pio and St. Francis of Assisi made 

pilgrimages to the St. Michael Shrine in the Gargano Moun-

tains for his intercession and protection. St. Pio sent many 

people there. He had a very active devotion to St. Michael 

and to his own guardian angel, with who he was on intimate 

terms. He was known to communicate with and see angels, 

both in con-

nection with 

his own life 

and the lives 

of others. St. 

Pio might 

have been 

drawn to the 

powerful St. 

Michael be-

cause of his 

own experi-

ence of har-

assment from 

the devil, be-

ginning at age 

4 years old. 

 

On May 8, 

490, the arch-

angel ap-

peared to St. 

Laurence of Siponto, the local ordinary, and ordered him to 

build a church in a grotto under the city in order to fight 

against the pagan beliefs of the time: “I am the Archangel 

Michael, one of those who stand ever before the Lord. I have 

chosen this place to be venerated on earth; I will be its pro-

tector forever”, declared the Prince of the Heavenly Army. 

The warrior angel is quite active in scripture. He is mentioned 

four times in the Bible, in Daniel 10 and 12, in the letter of 

Jude and in Revelation. 

 

St. Michael, one of the three archangels — the only angels 

named in the Bible — is the “Prince of the Heavenly Host,” 

the leader of all the angels. His name is Hebrew for “Who is 

like God?” and was the battle cry of the good angels against 

Lucifer and his followers when they rebelled against God. 

Pope Leo XIII, in 1899, having had a prophetic vision of the 

evil that would be inflicted upon the Church and the world in 

the 20th century, instituted a prayer asking for St. Michael’s 

protection to be said at the end of every Mass. He is not only 

protector of the Christians on earth but of those in purgatory 

as well. He assists the dying, accompanies the souls to their 

private judgment, brings them to purgatory, and afterward 

presents them to God at their entrance into Heaven. Thus he 

is the actual patron of the holy souls. St. Michael is the 

"governor" of Heaven. 

 

Today, the Sanctuary of Saint Michael remains an exceedingly 

popular Christian pilgrimage site. Pilgrims are able to receive 

Saint Michael relic stones, considered a 

powerful sacramental to invoke the inter-

cession of Saint Michael the Archangel. The 

final apparition of the archangel occurred 

over a thousand years later, on September 

25th of 1656. The region of Gargano had 

been suffering from the plague, and with 

many falling victim, Archbishop Alfonso 

Puccinelli had recourse to Saint Michael 

with three days of fasting and prayer. On 

the final day, the archangel Michael ap-

peared to the bishop and said: “I am the 

Archangel Saint Michael, whoever uses the 

stones of this cave will be freed from the 

plague, bless these stones, give them the 

sign of the cross and my name.” Soon, 

those in Gargano were freed from the 

plague and elsewhere too for anyone that 

held the stones, known today as Saint Mi-

chael relic stones. 

 

On three of our pilgrimages we were able 

to visit Monte Sant’Angelo and have brought back the relic 

stones. So it is not a coincidence that the Padre Pio Outdoor 

Pilgrimage Shrine will include St. Michael the Archangel 

Statue. 

Saint Michael the Archangel 
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Saint Michael the Archangel, defend 
us in battle. Be our protection 

against the wickedness and snares of 
the devil; May God rebuke him, we 

humbly pray; And do thou, O Prince 
of the Heavenly Host, by the power 
of God, thrust into hell Satan and all 
evil spirits who wander throughout 

the world for the ruin of souls. 
Amen.  



WEBSITE:  WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG      CONTACT US:  INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG 

FACEBOOK:  WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND      TWITTER:  @PADREPIOCLEVEOH 

KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS 
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list. 

Bernadine Antonio 

Carol Basek 

Caitlin Blaydes 

Jack Bolton 

Dr. Biagio Boytim 

Jan Boczek 

Mike Bradley 

Bill Bray 

Rocco Bray 

Tom Bruno 

Mario Brushi 

Norman Burkket 

Sue Cleary 

Brian D’Ambrose 

Catlin Dean 

Christine DeMauro 

Vincent DeVentura 

Kelly Morici Diaz 

Bob Dodds 

Tim Doherty 

Steve Fiata 

Marty Franck 

Louise Frein 

Richard Frein 

Kathleen Graham 

Heather Gunde 

Valerie Hawkins 

Helen Husky 

Ray King 

Carol Kriebl 

Cookie Laba 

Lori Landfear 

Laura Lang 

Bishop Richard Lennon 

Carol Limming 

Dave Limming 

Del Malloy 

Shirley Marsh 

Jennifer Minniti 

Joe Morici 

Florence Palmer 

Eleanor Phillips 

Peggy Pongracz 

Frank Raso 

Susie Sawyer 

Abbot C. Schwartz OSB 

Joe Trapani 

Beth Whelan 

Cindy Coyne, member of our Prayer Group 

Marilynn Murphy, mother of Mary Dye (member of our Prayer Group) 

†   OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF OUR RECENTLY DECEASED   † 

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET, LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of September! 

For September, I am choos-
ing to write about a Saint 
very dear to me. That Saint is 
Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko, a 
20th Century Martyr and the 

Communist’s most feared man in Poland. 
Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko was born on Septem-
ber 14, 1947, in Okopy, Poland to Marianna and 
Władysław Popiełuszko. Blessed Jerzy Popie-
łuszko had a deeply religious family and had a 
strong devotion to Our Lady. His pious upbringing helped him be a 
zealous student and Seminarian. In 1965 he entered the Seminary in 
Warsaw Poland. During his time at the Seminary (1966-1968), Blessed 
Jerzy had to perform military service as required by Polish laws at that 
time. His Faith and love for God encouraged and supported him dur-
ing his tenure of military service. He was often harassed by the mili-
tary command but always kept the Faith. 

 
Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko was ordained to the Holy Priesthood in 
1979 and served at various Parishes of the Archdiocese of Warsaw 
during that time. In 1979-1980 he served at the Parish of the Baby 
Jesus where he taught Catechism to medical students at Saint Anne’s 
University Church and was appointed the Diocesan Pastor of Health 
Care. Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko was transferred to Saint Stanislaus 
Kostka Church due to health reasons. 

 
During the August strikes “Huta Warszawa” the Blessed became very 
devoted to workers. He gave workers hope during the time of the 
Communist regime in Poland. Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko became the 
Chaplain of the Solidarity Movement, gave peaceful speeches and 
encouraged workers to oppose Communism. The Blessed attended 
the March 27 Solidarity worker’s strike in Warsaw and the result the 
Communists put martial law into place. In 1982, Blessed Jerzy Popie-
łuszko began having monthly Masses for the Homeland. His homilies 
were broadcasted by Radio Free Europe. Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko 
always preached to overcome evil with good and warned against 
revenge. 

The Communists hated Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko and plotted to kill 
him, but his only crime was preaching the Truth. In 1982 Communist 
authorities tried to bomb his house; Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko es-
caped without a scratch. Again, the Communists tried to kill the 
Blessed on October 13, 1982. The Communists tried to push the 
Blessed off a train to make it look like a tragic accident. Blessed Jerzy 
Popiełuszko avoided the attempt. The Communists made one more 
attack to take the Priest’s life. On October 19, 1982, the Communists 
contacted the Priest to help them because their car was “broken 
down.” The captors beat the Martyr with a rock until he died and his 
body was thrown into the Vistula River with sandbags tied to his 
body. The Martyr's body was recovered on October 30, 1982. His 
funeral attracted more than half a million people. On June 6, 2010, 
Father Jerzy Popiełuszko was proclaimed Blessed and his mother 
Marianna Popiełuszko attended the Beatification Mass. 

 
I strongly believe that Blessed Jerzy Popiełuszko is a model for all 
people, especially students, to never be afraid to proclaim the Truth. 
As we approach another school year, I urge all students to be defend-
ers of the truth and never be afraid to speak it. The truth was Blessed 
Jerzy Popiełuszko’s only weapon and the Communists were afraid of 
it. Blessed Jerzy valiantly preached that good overcomes all evil. May 
we the People of God strive to defeat the many evils of our times 
with good. Through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and the power-
ful intercession of the Blessed Martyr Fr. Jerzy Popiełuszko we should 
always be valiant defenders of the truth. 
 
 
Sources: 
“Błogosławiony Ks. Jerzy Popiełuszko.” Strona Główna, Parafia 
Świętego Stanisława Kostki w Warszawa, popieluszko.net.pl/bl-ks-
jerzy-popieluszko/. 
Farrow, Mary. “Polish Priest, Martyr and Hero: Remembering Fr. Jerzy 
Popiełuszko.” Catholic News Agency, Catholic News Agency, 19 Oct. 
2018, www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/polish-priest-martyr-and-
hero-remembering-fr-jerzy-popieuszko-43891. 

Corner 

Ja
ke

’s 
W

rit
te

n 
by

: J
ak

e 
Sn

yd
er

 


