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Thankfulness 
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This Thanksgiving season, show extra gra�-

tude for your blessings by spending �me 

with your family and friends. When you 

cul�vate a spirit of thankfulness, it will spill 

over into your rela�onships. Instead of 

complaining, be thankful. The next �me 

you feel pressed by circumstances, push 

back against that nega�vity with prayer. 

Once you’ve talked to God about what’s 

bothering you, thank Him for hearing and 

understanding what you’re going through. 

The Bible says when you do this, the Lord’s 

supernatural peace will fill your being. Re-

member, God has a plan for you and 

through His guidance you will overcome 

hard �mes and navigate challenges. With 

God, anything is possible. It’s easy to be 

thankful when everything goes right, but 

when others see you credit God for his 

love in difficult circumstances, they will 

begin to wonder “why.” Some�mes in the 

busyness of our lives, we get out of the 

habit of being thankful. Thanksgiving is a 

great �me to get back into spiritual shape 

before the start of Advent. Every morning, 

as soon as the alarm goes off, make a habit 

of thanking God for a new day — and ask 

Him for guidance as you embark on 

new victories and challenges in the 

hours ahead. At night �me before 

bed�me, review you day, thanking 

God for your day. We take so much 

of our day for granted. We take 

people in our lives for granted too! 

Everything we are and have is a gi1 

from God. God wants us to be filled 

with joy and happiness, so seek His 

will and live in your life daily. Thank-

fulness eases stress. “Do not be 

anxious about anything, but in every situa-

�on, by prayer and pe��on, with thanks-

giving, present your requests to God. And 

the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 

4:6 – 7 (NIV) 

 

Thank you, Father, for having created us 

and giving us to each other in the human 

family. Thank you for being with us in all 

our joys and sorrows, for your comfort in 

our sadness, your companionship in our 

loneliness. Thank you for yesterday, today, 

tomorrow and for all the days of our lives. 

May we live this and every day conscious 

of all that has been given to us. O Gracious 

God, we give you thanks for your overflow-

ing generosity to us. Thank you for our 

church, home, family and friends. Thank 

you for our health, our work and our play. 

Please send help to those who are hungry, 

alone, sick, and suffering war and violence. 

Open our hearts to your love. We ask your 

blessing through Christ your Son. Amen. 

 

May you have a Blessed Thanksgiving! 
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M I S S I O N  &  

V I S I O N :  

To carry out the 

works, words and 

devotion of St. Pa-

dre Pio through 

prayer and charita-

ble works where we 

can touch lives and 

change souls.  
 

Our vision is to cre-

ate more Spiritual 

Children and lead 

souls to heaven.  
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F R .  E D W A R D  J .  J A N O C H ,  S P I R I T U A L  D I R E C T O R  

Christ is the Head of the Body of the Church 
 

The following is taken from Msgr. M. Francis Mannion’s article:  The Church: Trium-
phant, Militant and Suffering, from the Catholic website www.simplycatholic.com. 

 

The church triumphant describes 
the Church in heaven. In the kingdom 
of God — the realm in which the holy 
Trinity, the angels and saints, and the 
abode of all those who have reached 
the fullness of salvation in Christ — 
the Church already exists. But it will 
have its fullest being at the end of 
time, when all of creation and (we 
hope) all human beings will be con-
formed to Christ and all reality will 
be one of divine praise and glory. 
 

The church militant refers to the 
Church on earth. The term “militant” 
can suggest an antagonistic relation-

ship between the Church and the world. Nevertheless, it refers to an 
authentic reality: that the Church on earth works to overcome the im-
perfect and sinful dimensions of human existence. 
 

The church suffering refers to the church in purgatory. Purgatory is 
not a kind of temporary hell. It is rather the threshold, the antechamber 
of heaven. In purgatory, all those — whether Christian or not — who 
have reached the gates of death without reaching the full perfection of 
life represented in Christ are cleansed in a kind of ongoing baptism and 
are purified by the enlightening fire of the Holy Spirit. The suffering of 
purgatory is not one of destruction, but the suffering that comes from 
leaving the old self behind and taking on the new. 

 

A few years ago I wrote a reflection of the three levels of the Church.  This relation-
ship with the Church is still needed, even more, today.  The diagram below shows 
how the Church Triumphant, the Church Militant, and the Church Suffering are all 
connected to each other.  This makes sense for it is the Church, the whole CHURCH.  
It is similar to the Holy Trinity:  The Father and The Son and The Holy Spirit.  You 
cannot have One without the other Two.   
 

The month of November is the month where the entire Church is remembered.  No-
vember 1st is All Saints’ Day, the Church Triumphant.  November 2nd is All Souls’ 
Day, the Church Suffering and the Church Militant remembers the Saints and Souls 
through our devotions and prayers and they remember us through graces sent, Church 
Triumphant and through prayers and gratitude from the Church Suffering.  
 

Saints of Heaven, Pray for us. 
Souls in Purgatory, Pray for us.  



P A G E  3  

The Greek word “Telos” means “end”.  November is in some 

ways the end of Fall, which is a season so many people love.  

The days are darker.  The dark colors of Halloween reflect 

this.  Liturgically, during November the Church sets before us 

“the four last (or end) things” –Death, Judgment, Heaven and 

Hell.  In a sobering, somber month, it is good to reflect on the 

ques�on:  What will the end of my life be like?  What is the 

end or purpose of my life?  Halloween reminds us of the fact 

that Satan and his dark world is real.  We should have a 

healthy fear of this enemy of our soul who wants us in hell at 

the end of our life.  All Saints’ Day reminds us of the des�ny 

that God wants for us—Heaven.  All Souls’ Day reminds us of 

purgatory which is the result of our falling short of our end—

sainthood. 

 

Here are some examples of “Teleological” people who kept 

their end in view. 

 

On the natural level, Don BenneE, an amputee, had as his 

goal or end, to climb Mount Rainier, 14,410 feet, on one leg 

and two crutches!  On an especially difficult part of the as-

cent, Don and his team had to cross an ice field.  The only 

way he could get across the 

ice field was to fall face for-

ward onto the ice, pull himself 

as far forward as he could, 

stand up, and then fall for-

ward again.  His daughter 

Kathy stayed at his side 

through the en�re four-hour 

struggle constantly cheering 

him on saying, “you can do it 

dad!  You’re the best dad in 

the world!  You can do it!”  

With her and his team as 

cheerleaders and helpers, he 

became the first amputee to 

reach the top.  He kept the 

end in view for an earthly goal.  

Is the ascent to heaven our 

eternal goal, cost what it may?  

Do we cheer others on to it? 

 

The second example, a spiritu-

al one, is of Dana, a young lady 

who keeps her end in mind, 

who lives in the Cleveland Diocese.  She and her husband, 

who both have a strong Catholic faith, wanted children.  The 

birth of their child was extremely difficult.  She was in labor 

for 60 hours (yikes!) and finally had to have a C-sec�on.  

A1erward, she was totally exhausted and sore.  She thought 

“one and done!  I can’t go through this again.”  However, she 

was won over by her liEle son’s smile, his beau�ful blue eyes, 

and his cooing apprecia�on of her love.  She now would like 

to have four children, whatever the cost.  She regained her 

purpose or end.  She is a teleological mother, a saint in the 

making. 

 

The final account is of a 77 year old lady, also in our Diocese, 

who was born in Hungary.  She recalls the horror of the com-

munists crushing the Hungarian uprising in 1956 and living 

under their oppression.  She became a teacher.  Her goal or 

“end” was to come to a free country.  She came to the United 

States as a young lady knowing very liEle English.  She be-

came a cleaning lady and worked very hard.  She married her 

husband, had two sons, and lived in a poor neighborhood.  

However, she was grateful every moment of every day for 

her freedom and the ability to prac�ce her Catholic faith.  

Unfortunately, her husband le1 the family.  But despite this, 

she remained grateful and her sons were able to aEend Cath-

olic grade school, St. Igna�us High School (big tui�on) and 

John Carroll University (even bigger 

tui�on!!).  They both are doing well.  

She rose from being a cleaning lady 

in the hospital to being an execu�ve 

secretary despite her strong accent.  

She greatly laments what she consid-

ers so many Americans being 

“brainwashed” by a secular culture 

which proclaims that we don’t need 

God.  She knows where this leads.  

For her, she knows that her goal is 

Heaven.  She is gratefully teleologi-

cal.  A saint in the making. 

 

A great scripture for November is the 

Book of Hebrews, a book of encour-

agement.  Heb. 12:12 states 

“strengthen your drooping hands 

and your weak knees.  Make straight 

the paths you walk on.”  And Heb. 

10:10: “Do not then surrender your 

confidence, it will have great re-

ward.” 

 

Padre Pio, who promised to welcome at the gate of heaven 

all his children who persevered to the end, pray for us to be 

teleological saints in the making! 

Are You Teleological? 
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Modesty seems out of step with the modern world. Have we for-
gotten that our Soul is the temple of the Holy Spirit? Modesty is a 
virtue. Father John Hardon, S.J. defined modesty as follows: “The 
virtue that moderates all the internal and external movements and 
appearance of a person according to his or her endowments, pos-
sessions, and station of life. Four virtues are commonly included 
under modesty: humility, studiousness, and two kinds of external 
modesty, namely in dress and general behavior.” (The Pocket Cath-
olic Dictionary, 1985). As a rule, people are most eager to impress 
others by recourse to no end of gimmicks. Those who work in the 
advertising or cosmetic in-
dustries regard modesty as a 
self-imposed handicap. If 
"nice guys finish last," people 
of modesty do not even 
enter the race. Hollywood, is 
the glamour capital of the 
world, its chief export being 
the very opposite of modes-
ty. It champions style over 
substance, image over es-
sence. 
 
The modest person is aware 
of his limitations and retains 
the capacity to blush. A per-
son blushes when he is sud-
denly the object of praise or attention. It catches him off guard at a 
moment when he is interested in something other than himself. The 
essence of modesty is self-forgetfulness. Humility is a virtue by 
which one recognizes his talents and attributes, and appreciates 
them as gifts from God to be used wisely and for His glory. In hu-
mility, a person walks humbly with His God. Humility also counter-
acts the vice of pride. Concerning the question at hand, a person 
who is very attractive or has a great physique must be careful not to 
become “full of one self” and act like an exhibitionist. 
 
The Catechism expounds upon these principles. Modesty protects 
the intimate center of the person. It means refusing to unveil what 
should remain hidden. It is ordered to chastity to whose sensitivity 
it bears witness. It guides how one looks at others and behaves 
toward them in conformity with the dignity of person and their 
solidarity. Modesty protects the mystery of persons and their love. 
It encourages patience and moderation in loving relationships; it 

requires that the conditions for the definitive giving and commit-
ment of man and woman to one another be fulfilled. 
 
Modesty is decency. It inspires one’s choice of clothing. It keeps 
silence or reserve where there is evident risk of unhealthy curiosity. 
Designers have recently put holes and rips in sexually suggestive 
places. Deliberately ripped garments work against the purpose of 
clothes. The process of ripping turns which were meant to be beau-
tiful and orderly into something weak, ugly and frayed. Adults need 
to dress like adults and children need to dress like children. It is so 

sad to see that children’s comic heroes 
have lost their modesty. It is hard to find 
any modesty in the television world and 
movie theatre. During our pilgrimage in 
Poland and Italy, it was refreshing to see 
religious standing at the doors of church-
es covering pilgrims who were not wear-
ing the proper attire to visit Jesus. Mod-
esty seems to be forgotten when attend-
ing Mass. Our Lady said to Saint Jacinta 
Marto of Fatima, “The sins which bring 
the most souls to hell are the sins of the 
flesh. Certain fashions are going to be 
introduced which offend Our Lord very 
much.” 
 
Beyond dress, modesty is concerned 

with your speech. Are the words that come out of your mouth 
modest? Your posture, your gestures and general presentation of 
the person you are should exemplify this virtue. Modesty calls on 
you to behave well. When you present yourself properly to others, 
are you modest? When you control yourself in your actions and 
manners in a Christian way, you are modest. When you lose your 
temper, swear, make gestures in the car to other drivers, you are 
immodest. If you want to stand out in the world, practice the virtue 
of modesty in your thoughts, words and your actions. Live the true 
Franciscan way. 
 
1Timothy 2:8-10: I desire then that in every place the men should 
pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling; likewise also 
that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with 
modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls 
or costly attire, but with what is proper for women who profess 
godliness—with good works. Amen. 

The Virtue of Modesty 

George Adler 

Paul Behneman 

Cindy Coyne 

Rudy DiDonato 

Robert (Bob) Franko 

David Kopowski 

Charles Masetta 

Helen Mauk 

Lou Montesano 

Marilynn Murphy 

Catherine Pangrac 

C. Bernard Ruffin III 

Rita Slivka 

Peter Thomas 

Ann Tripani 

Nancy Youel 

LET US PRAY FOR THE DECEASED SOULS THIS YEAR 



P A G E  6  

Prayers for Priests and Vocations 
God is so good to us in so many ways.  We thank Him for every grace 
and blessing.  With grateful hearts to the Lord we pray for our priests: 
 

Prayer for Priests 
 

Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift of our priests. 
Through them, we experience your presence in the sacraments. 
Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. 
Set their souls on fire with love for your people. 
Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength they need to  
follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom. 
Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel. 
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry. 
Help them to become instruments of your divine grace. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our  
Eternal Priest. 
Amen. 

 

—Courtesy of USCCB.org 

 

 

Prayer for Vocations to the Priesthood and Consecrated Life 
 
Almighty and merciful Father, 
you inspire and bring to fulfillment every good intention. 
Guide your people in the way of salvation 

and watch over those who shepherd your flock 

and those who have left all things to follow you. 
Raise up worthy ministers for your altars, 
ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel, 
and generous souls who renounce worldly power and profit 
to serve you and their brothers and sisters faithfully 

in the spirit of poverty and humility. 
Inspire our young men and women to respond to your call 
so that your Church might always rejoice 

in plentiful servants for your harvest. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Set 
their 
souls 

on fire 
with 

love for 
your 

people. 

The Prayer of St. Gertrude, below, is one of the most famous of the prayers for souls 
in purgatory. St. Gertrude the Great (pictured at left) was a Benedictine nun and 
mystic who lived in the 13th century. According to tradition, our Lord promised her 
that 1000 souls would be released from purgatory each time it is said devoutly. 
 
Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Thy Divine Son, 
Jesus, in union with the masses said throughout the world today, for all the 
holy souls in purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the universal 
church, those in my own home and within my family. Amen. 
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This past month has been very busy. The presenta�on at the last 

mee�ng, presented by Nancy Dockrill, on the “Blessed Mother 

Through Scripture” was very virtuous, and the Our Lady Needs 

Fa�ma Rosary Rally was well aEended. Thank you to all who par-

�cipated. 

 

On October 13
th

 we celebrated a Padre Pio Day at the Sorrowful 

Mother Shrine. Fr. Kramer and staff were the perfect hosts. Their 

love and hospitality shined through. We filled a bus and many 

came by car. Approximately 250 pilgrims par�cipated throughout 

the day. Highlights were Holy Mass, Confession, the presenta�on 

of the relics of St. Pio, a witness, introduc�on of the Trevino family 

(donor of statue) and the procession of the Litany of Saints to the 

dedica�on ceremony. It was a perfect day! Also this month was a 

Padre Pio presenta�on at St. Charles Borromeo in Parma, hosted 

by the Knights of Columbus. 

 

As Thanksgiving comes near, I cannot thank everyone enough who 

par�cipates and is a member of the Prayer Group. We will start a 

commiEee a1er the first of the year for the shrine plans. As we 

con�nue to grow, we need more and more help and prayer sup-

port. I try to live by pray, hope and don’t worry. God has brought 

us to where we are right now. He takes care of us. I count my 

blessings each day. This aOtude of gra�tude can be contagious. It 

can change your outlook and others as well. Always express gra�-

tude to God for what is good and right in your life, for a grateful heart can 

alter everything. I think some�mes we take people and things for granted 

un�l something happens and then we realize how blessed we have been. 

A1er the loss of a family member or a friend, we do not realize how blessed 

we were to have them in our lives un�l they are gone. Don’t forget them in 

your prayers. They are our Holy Souls. Pray the St. Gertrude prayer (see page 

6) every day. We never really know what things God has in store for us. New 

blessings are all within our grasp. We may not know what they are, but 

through faith, there is nothing He cannot renew and restore. 

 

For the December prayer mee�ng, please bring your Baby Jesus from your 

crèche to be blessed at mass. We will also have a clothing drive: gloves, 

scarves, hats, socks, blankets, toiletries, granola bars, boEled water, etc. for 

the homeless. Contact Anthony Rossi at 216-381-3942 for more informa�on. 

 

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving! May God’s peace rule within your heart each 

and every day! 

 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Russo OFS, Group Leader 

Dear Spiritual Brothers and Sisters of Padre Pio 

For November, I am writing about Blessed 
James Alberione. Blessed James Alberione 
was born in San Lorenzo di Possano, Italy on 
April 4, 1884. His parents are Michael Al-

berione and Teresa Allocco, and he was their fifth child. From 
an early age, Blessed James Alberione felt the call to the 
Priesthood. Blessed James Alberione entered the Seminary of 
the Diocese of Alba in October of 1900. During Adoration of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, he felt the clarification of his 
Priestly Vocation and felt the need to spread the Gospel. He 
was ordained to the Holy Priesthood on June 29, 1907. 

 
Blessed James Alberione founded the Soci-
ety of Saint Paul, a branch of the Religious 
Congregation that makes up the Pauline 
Family. He founded the Pauline Family on 
August 20, 1940. Blessed James Alberione 
wanted to be like Saint Paul. He wanted to 
spread the Gospel message using the mod-
ern communication methods of his time. 

He was the very first person to use modern communication 
methods to spread the Gospel. The Pauline Family continues 
to be heralds of the Gospel, following the ideals of their Saint-
ly Founder. Blessed James Alberione died on November 26, 
1971, in Rome, Italy. He was Beatified by Pope Saint John Paul 
II on April 27, 2000. 
 
Blessed James Alberione is very dear to me. In this modern 
era of technology, he teaches us how to use social media plat-
forms to spread the Gospel. Furthermore, he teaches us how 
to spread the Gospel everywhere. May we, during the month 
of November, be heralds of the Gospel. 
 
Works Cited: 

• “Blessed James Alberione.” Daughters of St. Paul, Daughters of St. 
Paul , 2019, www.paoline.org/who-we-are/blessed-james-
alberione/?lang=en. Accessed 27 October 2019.  

• “Blessed James Alberione.” Pauline Family, Pauline Family , 9 Oct. 
2014, paulinefamily.com/pauline-saints/blessed-james-alberione/. 
Accessed 27 October 2019. 
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WEBSITE:  WWW.PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG      CONTACT US:  INFO@PADREPIOCLEVELAND.ORG 

FACEBOOK:  WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PADREPIOCLEVELAND      TWITTER:  @PADREPIOCLEVEOH 

KEEP OUR SICK SISTERS & BROTHERS IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS 
Call Helen Husky 440-232-3462 to add a member to the list. 

Bernadine Antonio 

Carol Basek 

Caitlin Blaydes 

Jack Bolton 

Dr. Biagio Boy�m 

Jan Boczek 

Mike Bradley 

Bill Bray 

Rocco Bray 

Tom Bruno 

Mario Brushi 

Norman Burkket 

Katherine Jean Casto 

Sue Cleary 

Brian D’Ambrose 

Catlin Dean 

Chris�ne DeMauro 

Vincent DeVentura 

Kelly Morici Diaz 

Bob Dodds 

Tim Doherty 

Steve Fiata 

Bernie Flechler 

Marty Franck 

Louise Frein 

Richard Frein 

Kathleen Graham 

Heather Gunde 

Valerie Hawkins 

Helen Husky 

Karen Kazel 

Ray King 

Carol Kriebl 

Cookie Laba 

Lori Landfear 

Laura Lang 

Carol Limming 

Dave Limming 

Del Malloy 

Shirley Marsh 

Jennifer Minni� 

Joe Morici 

Florence Palmer 

Eleanor Phillips 

Peggy Pongracz 

Frank Raso 

Susie Sawyer 

Abbot C. Schwartz OSB 

Joe Trapani 

Beth Whelan 

Bishop Richard Lennon 

†   OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF OUR RECENTLY DECEASED   † 

FOR ALL THE INTENTIONS IN OUR ONLINE PRAYER BASKET, LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER. 

BEST WISHES to our Spiritual Children celebrating birthdays and special occasions in the month of November! 

Piccolo Museo Del Purgatorio, locat-
ed in the back of the Chiesa del 
Sacro Cuore del Suffragio on the 
banks of the Tiber, holds a collection 
of bibles, prayer books, tabletops, 
and articles of clothing said to have 
been scorched by the hands of souls 
in purgatory, as well as fingerprints 
burned into a prayer book and a 
visible charred handprint on a wood-
en table, and similar marks on shirt 
sleeves, a night cap, and aprons, all 
believed to be from 
souls in purgatory. 
According to Catholic 

belief, the soul is stranded in purgatory until it atones 
for its sins, but can hasten its ascent to heaven through 
the prayers of loved ones still on earth. The scorched 
handprints and other burn-marks collected in this mu-
seum are believed to be the product of souls begging 
their earth-bound loved ones to pray harder. 
 
The idea of purgatory is a very old part of the Catholic 
faith, dating back to at least the 11th century. The no-
tion that trapped souls might need to be freed comes 

from a story allegedly told to the Abbott Odilo of Cluny by a monk 
returning from the Holy Land. He told the Abbott how his ship had 
been wrecked, and he had been cast ashore on a mysterious island. 
A hermit who lived on the island related his own story of a mysteri-
ous chasm, from which burst forth demonic flames and the agonized 
screams of trapped souls. He pointed out that the demons were 
always complaining about losing souls when the living prayed or gave 
alms to the poor on their behalf. The freeing of these trapped souls 
became a priority for the Church, and for family members grieving 
dead loved ones. November 2 was established as All Souls’ Day, 
whereon it was believed that prayers by the living could intercede 
on behalf of the faithful dead who had died without absolution, or 

babies who had died before bap-
tism, thus freeing them for Heaven. 
 
Victor Jouet, the collector and 
French missionary, was supposedly 
inspired to build this purgatorial 
museum after a fire destroyed a 
portion of the original Chiesa del 
Sacro Cuore del Suffragio, leaving 
behind the scorched image of a face 
that he believed to be a trapped 
soul. 

Little Purgatory Museum 


